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: Clear Windows 


By Nellie M. Leonard 
LOVE clear windows, polished till they 
shine, 
Framing the loveliness of fall or spring ; 
It matters not, the autumn leaves adrift, 
Or apple buds, with flash of bluebird’s 
wing. 
Or maybe, through the crystal pane so clear, 
I glimpse brown birds searching for crumbs 
of bread 
Mid falling snowflakes, gathering soft and 
still, 


A coverlet upon my pansy bed. 
Clear windows— every smear, or splotch, or 


stain, 
Inside and out, I wash with patient care 


That sunlight, flooding through to light my 
room, 
May glorify dear scenes awaiting there. 


Soul windows, too—I love them clear and 
pure, 
Washed free from stain or any dimming 


thing, 
That with sure vision we may see aright, 
Unblurred, each wondrous picture Life 
may bring. 
we 


When Christian Service Interferes 

Working for God is often much 
easier than doing God’s will. Most of 
us would rather keep busy in Christian 
service than wait on the Lord. But really 
fruitful Christian service, really effective 
work for the Lord, demands abiding in 
Christ, and we can abide in him only 
as we “take time to be holy.” A writer 
is quoted in the Keswick Calendar: “Be- 
ware of any work for God which enables 
you to @vade concentration on him. A 
great-many Christian workers worship 
theiz.qvork. The one concern of a worker 
shéuld”be concentration on God. ... A 
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Inventions 


Inventions 
ter. Inventions 


r improve charac- 
y be exceedingly 
dangerous withoutcharacter. A distin- 
guished British “Mhilosopher’ recently 
brought this out. Professor Cyril Edwin 
Mitchinson Joad,. head of the depart- 
ment of philosophy and psychology in 
Birbeck College, University of London, 
has proposed. the creation of a board of 
scientists and philosophers empowered 
to give or refuse permits for inventions 
likely to affect human life. Said he: 
“Science’ has given us powers fit for 
gods, yet we bring to their use the men- 
tality of schoolboys and savages.” He 


The Minister 


MINISTER is in duty bound to 
A do all he can for himself and then 

trust his all to God. High spirit- 
uality, cultured persgnality, and intel- 
lectual excellence are not the result of 
accident. The preacher who is con- 
strained by the love of Christ not only 
has a divine estimate of his calling, he 
has a divine view of man. His aim is 
to reveal God to men so that they will 
be constrained to be godly. If a preacher 
is not controlled by such divine ideas 
he will be a religious demagogue, or 
worse. The constraining love of Christ 
reveals itself in a Yearning spirit to bring 
all men to the knowledge of Christ. Such 
a man will dedicate himself to the en- 
ergizing of his mind and will to attain 
that simplicity, spirituality, and intellec- 
tual quality whith make him an able 
minister of Jesus Christ. 


Making Great Preachers.—That is the 
reason for the minister’s study. It is 
not a public office. Neither is it the 
place for lazy reading of newspapers, 
journals, and ephemeral books. By no 
means is it an excuse for self-indulgence. 
The minister’s study is his spiritual labo- 
ratory. More than that, it is where his 
soul is impregnated with ever increas- 
ing affection; where his heart is refilled 
with holy motives; where self-examina- 


tion sheds mischievous traits and hin- 


called the airplane “the greatest of man’s 
inventions, which nevertheless threatens 
his civilization with destruction. The 
superman made‘ the airplane, but the 
ape has got hold of it. To step on foot 
throttles, insert coins into metal slots, 
scan headlines, crowd through clicking 
turnstiles, turn on the radio, hurl our- 
selves over the surface of the earth in 
a mechanism propelled by petrol — these 
constitute the modern notion of enter- 
tainment.” It is a scathing and true 
arraignment of man without God, and 
it has always been so. Nine centuries 
before Christ we read of “engines, in- 
vented by cunning men, . to shoot 
arrows and great stones withal” (2 
Chron. 26:15). The wisest man that ever 
lived wrote: “No, this» only have I 
found, that God hath made man upright; 
but they have sought out many inven- 
tions” (Eccles. 7:29). Only when Christ 
comes again, and covers and controls 
the earth with his righteousness, shall 
“many inventions” mean world-wide 
blessing. 


in His Study 


drances; where the mind seeks new 
illumination and enlarging understand- 
ing; where sweet communion with Christ 
is cultivated; where deep, undisturbed 
meditation and research enlarge knowl- 
edge and vision; where the preacher gets 
both his message and the confidence 
to proclaim it. 

Great preachers have been ,and are 
men of the study. Talmage preferred to 
walk right out of his study to the pulpit 
and begin his message. Spurgeon dwelt 
in his sanctum sanctorum until the last 
minute. Billy Sunday, on the go as he 
always was, reserved a room for him- 
self and God. F. B. Meyer ‘cherished 
the place where God communed with 
him. The list is a long one, of Christ’s 
honored ministers. who knew the sacred 
reserve of a consecrated study. 


A Place of Prayer—A minister’s study 
is primarily the center of his prayer 
life. There, he will pray “with all 
prayer and s lication . . . watching 
thereunto with “@l perseverance ... for 
all saints.” He will pray for himself so 
that the Holy Spirit can work mightily 
within him, envisioning, purifying, forti- 
fying him, directing the employment of 
his faculties until his preparation shall 
be finished. He will pray for his people 
so that the grace of God may work 
mightily within them, richly leading to 
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the solution of their problems and se- 
cretly preparing them to occupy new 
and higher spiritual levels. Many prob- 
lems will be solved by such interces- 
sion. 

If the minister’s study is a place of 
holy communion it will be so much 
the more a place where he becomes 
God’s workman, “rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” God’s true servants 
have always appreciated the legitimate 
uses of scholarship in preaching. Chris- 
tianity is not a religion of imagination 
or rantism. It concerns itself with truth 
—absolute, historic, rational, moral, 
spiritual truth. We are “not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ” because we have 
no need to be. The highest intelligence 
and the most perfect reason are created 
and challenged by its merits. 

A Cure for Mental Poverty.—The min- 
ister who makes proper use of his study 
will not suffer from mental poverty. 
He may be debarred by his calling from 
muscular toil, but there is no excuse 
for his not developing the muscles of 
his intellect. This is an exercise that 
should keep him reverent and humble. 
Conceit cannot thrive in the life of an 
earnest student. The vastness of truth 
is awe-inspiring. Pride usually flour- 
ishes where men are content with in- 
ferior concepts and superficial display. 





This is the third in a series of five editorials 
on The Pastor’s Problems. The first two set 
forth The Pastor as Prophet and Priest, and 
The Minister’s Prayer Life. The remaining 
two, to be published in early issues, will dis- 
cuss The Minister’s Weekly Problem — What 
Shall I Preach? and The Minister and the 
Social Gospel. 
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A true scholar is never proud. Men may 
be confident in what they definitely 
know, but that is not necessarily van- 
ity; the sum of what is not known keeps 
one confessedly humble. 

It is a good rule for the minister to 
observe that the best way to develop 
one’s mental faculties is to use them to 
the utmost. Even though John Wesley 
traveled thousands of miles on horseback 
each year, he contrived to read while in 
the saddle. Some preachers’ talents for 
preaching do not increase. They are 
not varied enough. They ripple like 
a shallow brook in rapid flow; the 
preaching is lively but lacking in depth. 
It becomes monotonous or trivial to 
the listener. Congregations grow spir- 
itually anaemic under such preaching. 
Thin food from the pulpit creates starved 
souls in the pews. As sure as sheep 
will hunt new pastures, so ultimately 
the non-studious minister will find his 
people drifting away. Those who re- 
main will be disgruntled and spiritually 
famished. 

A Dangerous Temptation.—Reading 
and earnest study alone can cure such 
a state. “Give attendance to reading,” 
Paul exhorted Timothy (1 Tim. 4:13). 
The accomplished veteran went on to 
say, “Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee.” Paul knew the danger facing 
the minister. Neglect is his constant 
temptation. There are so many other 
things that seem more important. The 
hard duty of research, deep reading, col- 
lation of material, and efficient composi- 
tion are made to give place td accidental 

(Continued on page 139) 
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An Old Hoax Revived— 
“Lost Books of the Bible” 


An old hoax has been resurrected, 
and letters of inquiry — some from per- 
sons greatly troubled, others righteously 
indignant or outraged—are coming to 
THE SunpAy ScHoot Trumes from many 
readers. Here are some typical letters: 


I clipped the inclosed page from the 
Christian Herald, which some one caused 
to be sent to me as a sample copy. I was 
very much surprised at the appearance of 
such an advertisement in a magazine sup- 
posedly of high Christian caliber. Is the 
advertised book authentic and reliable?— 
A New York reader. 


I should appreciate a comment on the 
enclosed advertisement concerning forty- 
six missing chapters of the Bible. It 
seems to me that, if ‘the statements made 
here are authentic, that a portion of true 
canon is now being published for the first 
time, a great deal of information would 
have been made public through magazines 
or important newspapers—A New York 
reader. 

Please find enclosed an ad about the 
“Lost Books of the Bible.” I clipped. it 
from Holland’s Magazine, published in 
Dallas, Tex. [See Holland’s letter of re- 
gret that the advertisement was carried, 
later in this article—Editor.] I send it 
to you, for I believe you are in a position 
to give us the right information regarding 
this bookr 


But the whole set-up looks and sounds 
like a racket to me, though it does have 


Cadman’s recommendation. Have these 
books not been available all along? Can 
any credence be placed in these writings? 
An article in the Trmmes would be of in- 
terest to the readers, and might be helpful 
to some.—A Tennessee pastor. 


The enclosed advertisement from Hol- 
land’s Magazine speaks for itself. I wish 
you would handle it in your department. 
I am sure many unwary readers’ curi- 
osity will be stirred and questioning 
aroused. 


Holland’s is perhaps the most popular 
magazine in the South and Southwest, and 
it has many excellent features, far above 
the average popular magazine. Its readers 
have much confidence in what it publishes 
and advertises. For one thing, it will 
not carry liquor ads. I feel you can ren- 
der a real service by fully commenting 
on this ad.—A Louisiana reader. 

Such advertising statements.as “No man 
knows the complete Bible until he has 
studied these 46 amazing chapters forbid- 
den for centuries” makes my blood run 
cold to think that some one might be mis- 
led by such statements. I notice that the 
book is recommended by Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman and also Archbishop of Canter- 
bury Wake. I would appreciate very 
much your telling me what you know of 
this book, called “The Lost Books of the 
Bible and the Forgotten Books of Eden.” 
—A Texas reader. 


The larger part of this book, called 
“The Lost Books of the Bible” and in- 
cluding “Letters of Pontius Pilate,” was 
published in a popular edition a dozen 
years ago, and THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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(June 19 and August 28, 1926) gave the 
facts about the work and exposed the 
misleading character of its title and of 
the claims of its publishers. The present 
edition of this literary hoax apparently 
includes some material that was not in 
the edition of 1926, although it is sig- 
nificant that the first part of the present 
edition, called “The Lost Books of the 
Bible,” bears a 1926 copyright notice, and 
the second part of the book, called “The 
Forgotten Books of Eden,” has a 1927 
copyright notice. 

The title, “The Lost Books of the 
Bible,” as the Trues pointed out in 1926, 
is an untrue statement. The documents 
referred to are not books of the Bible, 
and never have been. And scholars have 
had them in their possession for more 
than a hundred years. 

The falsely designated “Lost Books of 
the Bible” are simply beoks of the well- 
known Apocrypha. They have been 
readily accessible for at least more than 
a century. In view of these simple facts, 
well known to Bible students, note the 
misleading statements in the advertise- 
ment which declares: “Now — after 
many centuries — the veil of secrecy has 
been stripped away from 46 amazing 
chapters that were withheld from your 
Bible. _No longer can these Forbidden 
Scriptures be denied you. At last you 
can read these long suppressed testa- 
ments without which no Bible is com- 
plete.” These solemnly stated “facts” 
are simply not so, but are foisted on the 
public in order to sell a book which is 
rot what it claims to be. The Apocryphal 
writings were never a part of the in- 
spired Word of God, therefore they were 
never withheld from the Bible; the sixty- 
six books of our canonical Scriptures are 
the complete Bible, and there is no truth 
in the statement that the Bible is not 
complete without these uninspired writ- 
ings, which were never recognized as 
part of the Word of God. 

Another false statement in the adver- 
tisement is that “In the Lost Books of 
the Bible you will read the true story 
of Adam and Eve.” That is exactly 
what you will not read in the Apocry- 
phal “Forgotten Books of Eden.” These 
writings are described fully and authori- 
tatively in the Encyclopedia Britannica 
(Fourteenth Edition, the latest), which 
says of this “Apocryphal Literature” that 
“the books in reference to which this 
term was used by the Jewish religious 
leaders were such as contained heretical 
teaching; they never used it in reference 
to the books of the Bible.” 

The advertisement says further: “At 
last you can read and know the TRUE 
Bible —all of it... offered to you in a 
single amazing volume.” The only really 
accurate word in that statement seems 
to be the word “amazing”! For it is not 
true that the material given in this 
“single amazing volume” is, or ever was, 
part of the true Bible; and the adver- 
tisement-writer strangely overlooks the 
fact that none of the sixty-six books of 
the true Bible are included in the 
volume he is describing, therefore “all 
of it” is entirely lacking from this work. 

The late Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, an 
extreme Modernist and Liberal, spoke of 
the publication as “a very desirable 


(Continued on page 139) 
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Contrasting the conflicting opinions of men and the 
consistent testimony of God's Word 


Why All Human Philosophy Is a Failure | 
By William H. Wrighton, M.A., D.D. 


Head of the Department of Philosophy, University of Georgia 














PHY is wider in scope than 
any single science. The individual 
sciences have their own distinctive 


fields of research and experiment. As- 
tronomy has its own field; and the same 


- may be said of physics, biology, chemis- 


try, botany, and the other principal sci- 
ences. But philosophy has all subjects 
for its field, and its scope is commen- 
surate with the bounds of man’s thought. 

Philosophy is the mother of the sci- 
ences. Until the time of Aristotle in 
the fourth century B. C. the study of sci- 
ences was included under philosophy; 
it was Aristotle who gave these Greek 
names which the sciences still bear; and 
philosophy has led science in its dis- 
coveries in some instances by more than 
two thousand years. The theory of 
Atomism is merely one of the many 
instances of this precedence of philos- 
ophy in the realm of thought. As a 
philosophic theory it was held by Anax- 
agoras and Empedocles in the fifth cen- 
tury B. C., and in that same century 
Leucippus and Democritus founded the 
School of Atomists; yet it was not until 
the time of Dalton, the English chemist 
and physicist, 1766-1844, that it became 
a scientific discovery. The same might 
be said of the numerical nature of mat- 


ter, which was a philosophical theory 


taught by Pythagoras in the Greek col- 
onies in the sixth century B. C., and has 
only recently become an amazing dis- 
covery of experimental science, which 
is proving to us that all the ninety-two 
elements have their own numerical clas- 
sifications, differing not only in weight 
and bulk but in the number of protons 
and electrons in their infinitesimal solar 
systems. rf 


The Ever-Present Question Mark 

Yet, although philosophy is greater in 
scope than any single science, and has 
preceded science in so many of its dis- 
coveries by such long periods of time, 
there are essential elements of failure in 
all merely human philosophy. 

In the first place philosophy deals in 
abstractions. Where the New Testament 
speaks of faith as “the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Heb. 11:1), philosophy talks 
of postulates and assumptions; and 
where the Word of God reveals great 
verities, philosophy discusses mental 
concepts. Christ makes known great 
mysteries with such simplicity that the 
newly born Christian can grasp them 
and apply them, but philosophy leaves 
us crying in the dark over simple real- 
ities which it has made mysterious. 
When we have been taught of the God 
of grace, with whom we can be in per- 
sonal companionship through Christ, it 
does not satisfy us to think of him in 
the vague language of philosophy, as the 
Divine More, the First Cause, the World 
Ground, the Non-Contingent One, the 
Natura Naturans, the Over-Soul, the 


“Man is not only bewildered by 
great mysteries and in need of wis- 
dom; he is oppressed by great sins 
and in need of present forgiveness 
and deliverance. ... One reason why 
philosophy is so unsettling to many 
who study it is that philosophers for 
ever two thousand five hundred 
years have held contradictory views. 
. - » Philosophy is inadequate rather 
than untrue.” In such striking sen- 
tences as these does Professor 
Wrighton expose the weaknesses of 
man’s unaided reasoning. 


This is the second of a series of 
four articles. In the first, published 
last week, Professor Wrighton an- 
swered the question, “What Is Meant 
by the Study of Philosophy?” and in 
the next two issues of the Times he 
will explain. “What New Testament 
Philosophy Really Is,” and tell of his 
own experiences in “Reaching Stu- 
dents in Philosophy Classes.” 








Wise Silence, the Universal Beauty, the 
Eternal One, or the Absolute Affirmation 
of Energy. 

When Paul warned the Colossian 
Christians against letting themselves 
be carried off as booty by those who 
held a false philosophy of Gnosticism 
and Materialism (Col. 2:8), he was 
not warning them against all phi- 
losophy, but against the vain specu- 
lations of those that were enemies of 
Christ and were trying by dissembling 
deceit to rob them of their real knowl- 
edge of God that had come, now that 
they had received Christ Jesus the Lord; 
and were “rooted and built up in him, 
and stablished in the faith . . . abound- 
ing therein with thanksgiving.” Ab- 
stractions never can satisfy the deeps 
of one spiritual need, and they are an 
empty substitute for the living God. 


Great, Swelling Words 


The terminology of Philosophy is un- 
familiar to most people. They are con- 
fused and perplexed by such terms as 
cosmology, ontology, epistemology, meta- 
physics, conceptualism, positivism, and 
phenomenalism, and unless they are 
taught by one who makes Christ cen- 
tral to his system of thought, they will 
lose rather than gain in the process. 
They will be like the good John McNeill 
of Scotland who said he finished his 
years at the divinity school saying, 
“Where am I noo?” 

Another inherent cause for the failure 
of human philosophy is that it depends 
on reasoning. It seeks the solution of 
the basic problems of life by man’s own 
powers. Because reason can understand 
some of the mysteries of the universe, 
men have cqncluded that it would be 
an efficient instrument with which to 
probe into all mysteries, and to obtain 


all knowledge. But the history of hu- 
man thought gives emphatic testimony 
to the truth of the statement, “The world 
by wisdom knew not God” (1 Cor. 1: 
21). Perhaps no philosopher was more 
ready to confess this frankly than Im- 
manuel Kant, who though he was an 
exponent of Rationalism, made it clear 
that reason was limited in its knowledge 
to the material universe and our own 
consciousness, and could not prove or 
disprove the true realities that tran- 
scend the things with which science 
deals. We cannot by the senses perceive 
the non-perceivable, or know by the 
reason the unknowable, “but God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God” (1 Cor. 2:10). 

The highest ethical theories and prin- 
ciples are ineffective without the pro- 
vision of a divine dynamic. Philosophy 
in its ethical branches brings to man 
many lofty ideals, and points him to 
many worthy goals, but it leaves him 
without the power necessary for achiev- 
ing his ideals and reaching his goal. 


Precepts without Power 


Even Christian ethics without Christ 
cannot give the moral victory which 
man so sorely needs. The higher the 
standard the greater the discourage- 
ment we sustain when there is no in- 
ward renewal of strength, no quicken- 
ing power, no personal blessing. 

Christ brings not merely a new system 
of ethical principles, he comes to us 
himself saying, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life” (John 14:6). He speaks 
unto us words that are creative of spir- 
itual life, and he bestows upon us the 
spiritual realities of which he speaks. 

Man is not only bewildered by great 
mysteries and in need of wisdom; he is 
oppressed by great sins and in need of 
present forgiveness and deliverance. He 
already knows what he ought to be, and 
he knows he has fallen far short of 
his goal; what he needs now is not more 
light merely, but more power; he needs 
to know the mighty Lord who can trans- 
form the life and enable him to be per- 
fect as his Father in Heaven is perfect 
(Matt. 5:48). 

One: reason why philosophy is so un- 
settling to many who study it is that 
philosophers for over two thousand five 
hundred years have held contradictory 
views. There have always been mate- 
rialists and idealists; monists, dualists, 
and pluralists; mechanists and teleolo- 
gists, those that believe in design and 
purpose in the universe; in ethics there 
have been rigorists and latitudinarians; 
formalists and hedonists and perfection- 
ists; in theories of knowledge there have 
been views as divergent as empiricism, 
rationalism, and mysticism. All these 
views disturb by their dissimilarity, and 
frequently lead the student to take an 
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attitude of cynical skepticism, as he asks, 
Is there such a thing as objective truth 
and reality, and if so, can I ever- hope 
to grasp it? 

Compare this maze of difficulty with 
the certitude and assurance that come to 
the believer when he is introduced to 
the great verities of revealed truth. Con- 
cerning current events he is able to 
say, “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God” 
(Rom. 8:28); and regarding the past, 
faith understands “that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made 
of things which do appear” (Heb. 11:3). 
Looking to the future, faith sees the 
Lord Jesus, then as now, crowned with 
glory and honor; and beholding him, 
faith rests in the knowledge of “Jesus 
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Christ the same yesterday, and tc day, 
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 

Philosophy is inadequate rather than 
untrue. It does not give out data, and 
therefore could not be called true or un- 
true; but it reflects on the data pro- 
vided by other studies, and it leads the 
student to think his way along instead 
of attempting to prove his theories by 
laboratory experimeénts. It is the oldest 
of the branches of learning, and the fair- 
est of the mental interests of man, but 
it is not adequate to bring man into the 
haven of peace with God and pov’er with 
men. Peace and power are found only 
in Him in whom dwelleth all the full- 
ness of God as deity, and by whom all 
created things are held together (Col. 
2:93: 1:17). 

(To be continued next week) 








The true story of a “ house all filled with 
prayer and with love to Him” 








Fruit from the Seed of a Mother's Prayer 


By Mildred M. Cook 
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66 ELLO!” Curiosity, rather than 
H welcome, colored the boy’s tone. 
He eyed the newcomer sharply. 

A notebook, another Book, and a camera 
—nobody who lived in this little Cali- 
fornia town carried such things as these. 

“You’re a stranger, ain’t you?” The 
boy pronounced the verdict flatly, as 
he lay on his stomach under an umbrella 
tree near to the street. 

“Yes, I suppose I am—to you. But 
this town doesn’t seem strange to me. 
I used to live here. Right here.” She 
waved an arm in the direction of a 
brown lath bungalow that stretched out, 
tired and worn, among flower beds. 

“This house?” 

“This very house! 
now? Do you?” 

“Naw !” Old Man Wentz does. And his 
woman and a little kid. He’s lived 
here awful long—as long as I can re- 
member.” 

“Say,” he went on with a fourteen- 
year-old’s impressiveness, “why’d you 
come here? Just to see an old house?” 

“Well, no, not exactly. You see, Some 
One whom I respect very much asked 
me to come. I wanted to please him. 
I’ve been in Alaska on a summer trip, 
and I’m hurrying back now to Los An- 
geles. But he told me this morning, 
when I talked with him, that by a little 
careful planning, I could have a whole 
hour here in S——. I wanted to come 
for his sake. And anyway, I wanted to 
see the people who live here.” 

“When you don’t even know them?” 

‘I didn’t know you until a moment 
ago. But I’m glad to know you now.” 
(Silently, but so that her unseen Friend 
could hear, she was saying, “May I talk 
to this boy, for thee?”) 

“Seems awful funny to me—your 
comin’ here,” the youngster mused, 
scrambling to his feet and approaching 
the house. “Here—TI’ll open the gate.” 


Who lives here 


He started forward, but the sidewalk 
burned his bare feet and he winced. 

“Oh, thank you—TI’ll do it! 
walk’s hot. 


The 
I know.” 


a ee | 


A wave of remembrance swept over 
her. She knew how that sidewalk had 
felt against her own bare feet, more 
than twenty years before. Her hand 
was on the gate which bore the same 
tricky latch over which she had cried 
in childhood. There was the same long 
gravel path to the house, flanked now 
with rows of petunias, with here and 
there pink roses and shasta daisies and 
loganberry vines at the lot boundaries. 
There was the same low front porch on 
which her mother had stood morning by 
morning at school time, and had said, 
“Be a good girl, darling. ‘Keep the door 
of your lips.’” The solemn-sweet words 
had rooted deeply in her young-heart. 

It had been a long time now since that 
mother had gone to be with Christ, 
called into his presence from this very 
home. But the memory of her regular 
daily farewell to her child had never 
faded, and today the daughter prayed: 
“Keep Thou, O Lord, the door of my 
lips, and use me for thy glory.” 

She tapped gently at the door. 

A stout, plain woman answered, a little 
girl edging in beside her. 

The stranger began, smiling, “You’ll 
excuse me, won’t you, for coming? You 
see, my family used to live here— 
when I was a little girl. I love this 
place. I haven’t been in this vicinity 
for years and years, but I thought I’d 
like to call today, if you didn’t mind.” 

“Now ain’t that nice you’ve come!” 
the woman responded warmly. “We 
don’t get no comp’ny here, much. What 
with my man sick all the time, and me 
working in the cannery all I’m able, and 
little Jewel here needing us, we don’t 
have no chance for gaddin’ ourselves.” 
She turned. “Hey, Ben!” she called 
loudly. 

The man of the house stumbled 
through the doorway, looking emaciated, 
bent, discouraged. He sank in a ‘cool 
corner of the porch where shade from 
a prune tree was falling. 

“I’m right glad to see you, stranger,” 
he said heartily. “I’ve been mighty close 
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to dyin’ — two, three times lately. But” 
— proudly !— “seems like I allus pull 
through.” 

“Did that experience occur, by any 
chance, in this house?” 

“Why, yes, of course.” 

‘I’m not surprised. Did you know 
that this is an unusual house? I know 
from personal experience that the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been here. It’s a house 
all filled with prayer and with love to 
him. There’s been prayer in every room 
of it, behind every door of it — mother’s 
prayers, and father’s prayers, and fam- 
ily prayers, and the prayers of a little 
child.” 

“Well, I declare !” the sick man uttered 
the words in amazement. 

“May I ask you,” the questioner went 
on, “whether you have prayer in this 
house now? Do you belong to the One 
who answers prayer?” 

“No,” he said, “but we’d like to. I 
was sayin’ to the woman just the other 
day that on account of Jewel here (we’re 
bringin’ her up since her ma died), we 
had ought to get near to God. I’ve been 
listenin’: over the radio” (he mentioned 
a program. that featured a bloodless doc- 
trine), “but I dunno...” - 

“Seems like you can’t know what to 
believe these days,” the woman put in. 
“The church takes your money, and what 
do you get? Why, Mrs. Jones gave three 
thousand dollars —” 

The visitor prayed inaudibly: “Please, 
Lord, keep the door of my lips right 
now —for thy glory.” 

Aloud she said: “Excuse me, but aren’t 
we forgetting little Jewel altogether? 
We haven’t said a word to the dear 
child.” 

Love lighted the grandparents’ faces. 

“Jewel, dear, would you like to see 
what I brought with me, just for you?” 

The visitor sat down on the lowest:step, 
and Little Five-Year-Old snuggled close 
to her. “It’s a book without words.” 

“Tell me!” the child begged eagerly. 

From the book’s colored pages — black, 
red, white, green, and gold—the 
stranger “read” the story of redemption. 
From an open Testament she found pre- 
cious, convincing words that two adult 
listeners drank in avidly. The grand- 
parents crowded closer and closer to the 
open Book, so that they might read the 
verses for themselves about sin (Rom. 
3:23), about grace (Eph. 2:8, 9), about 
believing (Acts 16:31), about receiving 
(John 5:24). 

“Is it as simple as that?” the woman 
breathed. 

“We ain’t never heard it plain like 
that before,” her husband added. “Lady, 
God sent you; there ain’t no doubt in 
my mind about that.” 

“Then will you—each of you—re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Saviour?” 

Little Jewel looked up. “Yes, ma’am,” 
she said politely. Her grasp of the great 
purposes of salvation may have been 
limited, but her obedience to what she 
understood was complete. 

“lll receive him.” Grandfather’s re- 
sponse was thoughtful, earnest. 

“And so will I,” his wife declared. 

“And there’ll be prayer in this house 
again — after this,” asserted the man of 
the house. 

“Let’s pray now,” the visitor offered. 














Lesson for March 12 


Bright California sunshine fell on four 
bowed heads. Angels in Heaven must 
have rejoiced as repentant sinners voiced 
their praise of a living, personal Saviour. 

With faces aglow with joy, the group 
walked together toward the gate. The 
visitor looked about anxiously. 

“There was a boy here when I came 
up,” she explained disappointedly. “I 
hoped to talk with him about our Lord 
Jesus.” 

Then, suddenly, new understanding of 
God’s perfect plan flashed before her. 
“I think,” she exclaimed delightedly, 
“that the Lord Jesus means that you 
shall tell this boy, and others, of Him, 
that you may have the same kind of 
joy that’s bubbling up in my heart this 
minute.” 

“We know Him, now — and seem’s like 
we ought to tell somebody, like you told 
us.” 

“The Bible tells us that’s always his 
plan.” 

“O Lord,” heart-prayer arose to God 
from one who was amazed and grateful, 
“answer for them the petition of my 
mother that has so greatly helped me, 
and as they witness for thee, keep the 
door of their lips.” 

PASADENA, CALIF. 


The Romance of Bible Distribution 
By Ernest Gordon 


HE Governor-General of Canada, 

~ Lord Tweedsmuir, speaking in To- 

ronto recently, said: “During its 

term of existence the Bible Society had 

been doing work compared with which 

the labors of governments and parlia- 
ments are small and ineffectual.” 

This is true, and yet the income of 
the American Bible Society in 1937 was 
but $239,334 as compared with an average 
yearly income of $322,997 in the twenties. 

Of this the Northern Baptists gave 
$1,012 as over against $15,000 presented 
to the Federal Council of Churches. How 
many Baptists approve of a propor- 
tion? 

And the Protestant heated Church 
contributed $627, which is certainly 
meager compared with the twenty-five 
millions invested in the cathedral on 
Morningside Heights, New York, or with 
the ten millions still asked for to com- 
plete it. “The word of the Lord en- 
dureth forever.” This can hardly be said 
of cathedrals in the light of what is hap- 
pening in Europe and what is still in the 
offing. 

The cornerstone of the cathedral was 
laid in 1892; in 1898 the Philippine 
Islands were opened to the Word. Last 
year the Arnerican Bible Society pub- 
lished the first Bible in the Samareno 
dialect, the eighth complete Bible in as 
many Filipino dialects. 

And that’s but one item in the vast 
operations of Bible Societies. Take 
Japan for another item. Last year an 
intrepid band of seventeen native col- 
porteurs operated in the northern island 
of Hokkaido, covering largely new 
ground, visiting over 350,000 homes in 
smali villages and along country roads. 
They sold 450,000 copies of the Four Gos- 
pels bound up with the Acts. 


And this from Inner Mongolia: “The 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


astonishing news comes that, in Inner 
Mongolia, more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion Scripture portions have been dis- 
tributed in 1937. This was made possible 
by the gift of a Gospel motor van by 
a Chinese merchant.” 

Mr. Turnbull of Aux Cayes, Haiti, 
writes of the fruits of such Bible dis- 
tribution in Cuba: “During the last two 
months 12,000 emigrant Haitians who had 
been sent over to Cuba have returned 
to their native land. The vast majority 
have been evangelized and are anxious 
to evangelize their own people. Most 
of them return Baptists and many have 
their certificates of membership.” 

Cuba, where these men found Christ, 
has been the sphere of Colporteur Lopez’ 
work. In twelve years he has sold 17,000 
Bibles, 14,000 ‘Testaments, and 70,000 
Scripture portions. This year he has 
been selling to high school students and 
university men, to nurses and physicians 
and employees in Spanish sanitariums, to 
soldiers, marines, and men on the police 
force. “I can assure you that Havana 
City and province are learning to know 
the Bible and to appreciate it as never 
before.” 

And in our own land. A contingent of 
1,400 new army recruits arrive in Phila- 
delphia at four in the afternoon. When 


_ they leave the next day at 6 A. M. there 


is a New Testament in every knapsack. 
Again, in the mountains of Kentucky 
“Packhorse Libraries” have been organ- 
ized asa WPA project. Along with the 
books and magazines, sent in this way 
into homes, have been hundreds of 
Bibles donated by churches and church 
workers co-operating with these libra- 
ries. They prove to be more in demand 
than any other books. The Bible Society 
has distributed 4,000 copies of St. Luke 
and St. John in great primer type for 
use in adult education classes by the 
W P A in Appalachian areas. 

And what is the fruit of such large 
scale distribution? The seed falls at 
times into honest and good hearts in un- 
anticipated places. 

Tabasco has been that state in Mex- 
ico where the anti-Christian movement 
has been most repressive. Now we read 
that hundreds of new converts have 
come into the churches simply from 
reading the Word. The fruits are evi- 
dent. Benjamin Arrazate, Mexican col- 
porteur, tells of a little hut now called 
El Carino (“Affection”). Its inmates 
have known the Gospel only for a year. 
The doors of the little house still show 
the marks of an ax made by a furious 
and confirmed drunkard. The wife bears 
in her body the marks of his drunken 
beatings. Now the dangerous drunkard 
and the fanatical woman idolater are 
both followers of the Lord Jesus. 

From a lonely farm in Arkansas came 
this letter: “Please help me _ with 
the Bible in Anglish or Polish language. 
I am hear in country, single man, have 
nobody with me only God Father and 
Jesus Christ our Lord. I like to reade 
more and more the Gospel as I believe 
is the only one book what told the truth. 
I did have one, but somebody stole from 
me in Chicago.” 

When the Polish Bible reached him 
he sent fifteen cents in stamps with a 
note: “God bless you for the Book. It’s 
wonderfull book.” 
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Ste Lids 
By Th MAS - 
A Bee Line to God's Love 


UL prays for the persecuted and af- 

flicted Thessalonians, “And the Lord 
direct your hearts into the love of God” 
(2 Thess. 3:5). Here, as often happens, 
the graphic vividness of the Greek is 
dulled by translation into English. The 
verb Paul uses is very near of kin to 
that euthus, “straightway,” which the 
evangelist Mark liked so well that he 
used it forty-one times, eleven in his 
first chapter. Here the same word is 
fashioned into a verb and then rein- 
forced with a prefix which renders it 
doubly emphatic. What Paul craved for 
these hard-pressed saints at Thessa- 
lonica is uninterrupted right of way, the 
shortest distance between two points, a 
straight line between their hearts and 
the heart of God. 

It reminds me of what we used to call 
the “straightaway” on our old college ath- 
letic field. A curved track served well 
enough for the four-forty and the longer 
runs, but for those heart-straining 
sprints, the hundred yard dash and the 
fifty, for we had a fifty in those days, 
there must be a straight stretch from 
starting line to tape. I think the fifty 
yard dash was discontinued while we 
were still in school. There was prac- 
tically nothing to it but the start and 
one heart-bursting spurt; everything de- 
pended on the getaway. That is as it 
should be, well may be, between the 
saint and his God; for in all the uni- 
verse there is nought else so accessible 
as the love of God, not even the path 
to hell. What we need is a quick pick-up, 
no dallying with our own resources. 

It is pitiful how in our hours of stress 
we resort to all manner of curves and 
angles, especially if we have fallen prey 
to temptation. We seem then to be 
much like the little girl who refused 
to believe that God will forgive us as 
soon as we ask, saying that she should 
think he would make us feel sorry for 
two or three days first and then “make 
us ask him a great many times, and in 
a very pretty way too.” It is hard for 
even us grown-ups to realize that if 
there is any barrier between our heart 
and the heart of God, we ourselves have 
placed it there. I suppose the real ob- 
stacle is a vast lack in our own hearts 


of understanding love responding to- 


God’s boundless love for us. 
hymn writer says: 

“If thou wert sick for want of God, 

How swiftly wouldst thou move !” 

May the Lord direct us all to that bee 
line into the love of God and make us 
strong to apprehend with all the saints, 
both the availableness and the bound- 
lessness of our place of refuge. For 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, has made 
of his own precious name a strong tower. 
The righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 


CHRISTIAN YoutTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 


As the old 
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MARCH 12. PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12 : 5-17 
Golden Text.—Prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.—Acts 12 : 5 
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Kine JaAMEs VERSION 


Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in priso-: but prayer was 
made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 

6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same 
night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. 

7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a 
light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and 
raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off 
from his hands. 

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy 
sandals: and so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy gar- 
ment about thee, and follow me. 

9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it 
was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a 
vision. 

10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they 
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened 
to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on 
through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. 

11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know 
of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath deliv- 
ered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation 
of the people of the Jews. 

12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house 
of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where 
many were gathered together praying. 

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel 
came to hearken, named Rhoda. 

14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate 
for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 

15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 

16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened 
the door, and saw him, they were astonished. 

17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out 
of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, 
and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another 
place. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison: but prayer 
was made earnestly of the church unto God for him. 6 And 
when Herod was about to bring him forth, the same night Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and 
guards before the door kept the prison. 7 And behold, an angel 
of the Lord stood by him, and a light shined in the cell: and he 
smote Peter on the side, and awoke him, saying, Rise up quickly. 
And his chains fell off from his hands. 8 And the angel said unto 
him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And he did so. 
And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow 
me. 9 And he went out, and followed; and he knew not that it 
was true which was done '! by the angel, but thought he saw 
a vision. 10 And when they were past the first and the second 
guard, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth into the city; 
which opened to them of its own accord: and they went out, 
and passed on through one street; and straightway the angel 
departed from him. 11 And when Peter was come to himself, 
he said, Now I know of a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth 
his angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from 
all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 12 And when he 
had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John whose surname was Mark; where many were 
gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked 
at the door of the gate,.a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. 
14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for 
joy, but ran in, and told that Peter stood before the gate. 15 And 
they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she confidently affirmed 
that it was even so. And they said, It is his angel. 16 But Peter 
continued knocking: and when they had opened, they saw him, 
and were amazed. 17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand 
to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought 
him forth out of the prison. And he said, Tell these things unto 
James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went to 
another place. 
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The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 
HE wise of this world may ridicule 
the Christian’s belief that there is 
a loving, personal God who hears 
and answers prayer. An eminent psy- 
chologist declared some time ago that 
“we now know that no God of any re- 
ligion has ever answered any prayer 
that any of his devotees addressed to 
him.” But any believer who has walked 
in fellowship with the Lord knows the 
reality of what the savants of the schools 
deny. 

Peter’s experience, as given in this 
lesson, may seem like myth or legend 
to the unsaved, who know nothing of 
spiritual realities, but the man of faith 
understands that “with God all things 
are possible.” Even the incredulity of 
the praying group in regard to the an- 
swer in Peter’s release is so true to form 
and fact that we might easily mistake 
the story for an event of today, rather 
than of nearly two thousand years ago. 


The Historical Setting 


Upon Peter’s return to Jerusalem from 
Ceesarea, he rehearsed the story of God’s 
dealings in regard to Cornelius, to his 
brethren; in such a way as to gain their 
hearty endorsement of the work of evan- 
gelizing the Gentiles. Following this, a 


mighty awakening took place in Antioch, 
a distinctly Gentile city, where many of 
the heathen turned to the Lord. Barna- 
bas and Saul fostered this work. Later, 
persecution broke out again in Jerusa- 
lem. Herod killed the apostle James 
and put Peter under arrest. His mirac- 
ulous deliverance is the subject of our 
lesson. This was probably in A. D. 42. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 12:5.—“Prayer was made without 
ceasing.” This is the will of God for his 
people (1 Thess. 5:17). In every hour 
of need he would have us bring the 
matter directly to him, relying upon his 
love and power. 

Verse 6.—“Sleeping between two sol- 
diers.” Peter was under guard day and 
night, and quite. helpless to effect his 
own deliverance. 


Verse 7.—“The angel of the Lord 
came.” It was a superhuman visitor who 
came upon the scene. He aroused Peter, 
raised him up, and commanded him to 
“arise.” Immediately his bonds were 
loosed. 


Verse 8.—“So he did.” As one instruc- 
tion after another was given, Peter 


obeyed implicitly, but as a man in a 
dream, for he was not really aware of 
all that was taking place. j 
Verse 9.—“Thought he saw a vision.” 
—Peter was in that state of mind where 
he thought of these strange events as 
a subconscious experience occurring in 


an exalted spiritual state; but he was 
soon to know that God had actually un- 
dertaken for him in a miraculous man- 
ner. 


Verse 10.—“The angel departed from 
him.” After leading the apostle out of 
the prison house through a great iron 
door that “opened to them of its own 
accord,” the angel suddenly disappeared, 
leaving Peter a free but dazed man, 
scarcely able to understand the reality 
of all that had taken place. 


Verse 11.—“Now I know.” Having come 
to himself, he now recognized the marvel 
of his deliverance by angelic power, 
whereby he has been freed from Herod’s 
clutches and from the death which his 
Jewish enemies hoped would be inflicted 
upon him. 

Verse 12.—‘Many were gathered to- 
gether praying.” He sought out the place 
where the church had met for interces- 
sion on his behalf. This was the house 
of Mary, the mother of Mark (the author 
of the second Gospel), who may have 
been intimately related to Peter. 


Verse 13.—“Peter knocked at the door 
of the gate.” As the assembly were en- 
gaged in prayer they were startled to 
hear a knocking at the door. Rhoda, a 
maidservant, hastened to answer. 


Verse 14.—“She opened not the gate 
for gladness.” Recognizing Peter, the 
maid was so excited that she neglected 
to admit him, but hastened to tell the 
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rest that he stood without. It was the 
answer to their prayers, but seemed too 
good to be true. 


Verse 15.—“It is his angel.” They could 
not believe the good news, but declared 
the girl was demented. When she in- 
sisted that she had heard and seen Peter 
they asserted that it must be his angel, 
meaning his spirit, taking it for granted 
he had been slain. 

Verse 16.—‘“Peter continued knocking 
... they were astonished.” The impor- 
tunate and continued rapping of Peter 
brought them to the door and they were 
amazed to find that Rhoda was right 
after all, and God had answered their 
prayer in a way far beyond their ex- 
pectation. 

Verse 17.—“He ... declared unto them 
how the Lord-—had brought him out.” 
The agent was an angel, but it was the 
Lord’s doing. After telling the wonder- 
ful story, Peter bade them carry the 
good news to James (the brother of the 
Lord) and to other elder brethren, after 
which he slipped quietly away. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

God is better than our faith. While it 
is true that he has said he will do for us 
“according to your faith,” nevertheless, 
he is not restricted in the exercise of his 
lovingkindness by our failure to lay hold 
on his promises. The church in Jeru- 
salem prayed for Peter’s deliverance, but 
they had a very faulty apprehension both 
of God’s power and his readiness to hear 
and answer. At the best, perhaps, they 
hoped grace might be given the apostle 
to endure a long imprisonment with 
eventual deliverance, or to triumph in 
the hour of death. But while they 
prayed, God answered and did exceeding 
abundantly above their asking or think- 
ing. And so it often is today. Our faith 
at the best is a poor feeble thing. His 
grace is an all-sufficient dynamic energy 
that refuses to be restrained by the 
feebleness of our apprehension or the 
poverty of our expectation. 

Lesson Outlines 
THe PRAYER THAT GoD A‘NSWERS 

The cry of the penitent heart (Psa. 51: 
17) 

The prayer of faith (Jas. 1:6) 

The petition of the abiding believer 
(John 15:7) 

The obedient believer (1 John 3:22) 

When the request is according to the 
divine will (1 John 5:14) 

HINDRANCES TO PRAYER 

Selfishness (Jas. 4:3) 

Hidden iniquity (Psa. 66:18) 

A condemning heart (1 John 3:20, 21) 

An unforgiving spirit (Mark 11:25, 26) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Church’s Resource. Prayer is the 
appointed way for the people of God 
to bring all their distressing problems 
to his feet. Whether the trouble be in- 
dividual or collective, we are told to “be 
careful for nothing; but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving,” to “let your requests be made 
known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). But we 
are to pray in faith, nothing wavering 
(Jas. 1:6), knowing that God “is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. March 12.—Peter Delivered from 


ee EE PEEL eS ee Acts 12:5-17 
12. March 19.—Peter Exhorts to Chris- 
SIS VOD Sie Sika cestics 1 Peter 3:8-18 


13. March 26.—Peter Interprets Christ’s 
Sufferings and Death. 
1 Peter 1:17-23; 2:20-25 
Second Quarter 
1. April 2.—Saul Becomes a New Man. 
Acts 9:1-30 
2. April 9.—Paul Preaches the Risen 
Christ (Easter). Acts 13; 1 Corinthians 15 
3. April 16. Paul Establishes Churches. 
Acts 14 
4. April 23.—Paul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. ' 
Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-10 
5. April 30.—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 
6. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 








The house of Mary seems to have been 
thrown open as a regular meeting place 
for the believers in Jerusalem. She was 
apparently a rich woman who had con- 
secrated her wealth and given a son, 
John Mark, to the service of the Lord. 
She was the aunt of Barnabas, for Mark 
was her cousin (Col. 4:10, R. V.). 

Sturdy little Rhoda! It took some ¢our- 
age to insist on her position that Peter 
was really at the door, when all the 
elders were unanimous in denying it. 
But an ounce of experience is worth a 
ton of theory. Rhoda knew, and she 
would not be turned aside, till her testi- 
mony was confirmed by the rest. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


The closer we live to Christ the more 
we will be treated like him. Are we 
prepared to suffer shame for his sake? 

Death and imprisonment could not 
overthrow the work of God. Do we real- 
ize we are in the army of an invincible 
Prince? 

Peter’s very helplessness was an ap- 
peal to God’s omnipotence. Can we trust 
him when we are at the very end of all 
human resources? 

Have we learned the importance of in- 
stant obedience to divine commands, re- 
alizing that he who gives the orders will 
enable us to obey? 


When we pray, do we merely recite 
words by rote, or do we actually expect 
divine intervention? 

Have we ever experienced direct an- 
swer to prayer? If not, there is some- 
thing wrong. What is it? — 

As well expect to complete a phone 
call when the wires are cut or the power 
otherwise disconnected, as to look for 
God to answer prayer if we are living 
in sin. Are the wires all clear? 

God has never promised to answer 
the prayers of the unsaved. Do we know 
Christ for ourselves? If not, why not 
come to him without any further delay? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Herod’s hatred to the Gospel was but 
the expression of his subjection to the 
god of this world, whose representative 
he was. 


James, the brother of John, did not 
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live long to assist in carrying out the 
divine program, but he was faithful unto 
death and “the blood of the martyr was 
the seed of the church.” 


Peter in prison and the church on its 
knees: what a wonderful picture ! 


Herod proposed, but God disposed, and 
by his angel defeated the purpose of the 
wicked tyrant who was bent on the 
apostle’s destruction. 


If Peter had gone through that iron 
door in his chains, it would have meant 
certain death, but the power of God took 
him through in perfect liberty and un- 
scathed. 


Peter knew just where and when to 
find the prayer meeting; something many 
professed Christians have never learned. 


What a commentary on the lack of 
confident expectation when, with the 
proof of the answer to their prayers at 
the door, the believers argued against 
the impossibility of it! 


We are not only to pray, but to expect 
God to do, not only what we ask, but 
far more, according to his abundant 
grace. 


Peter’s experience was intended to be 
not only for his own soul’s blessing, but 
for the encouragement of the entire 
church. 


Notice that the term “Easter,” as used 
in verse 4 of the Authorized Version, 
should be “Passover,” in accordance with 
the revision. 


CHICAGO. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


T relation was the Herod of verse 
1 to the Herod who commanded the 
slaughter of the babes of Bethlehem? 
2. Why did Herod not put Peter to death 
immediately? . 
3. What is prayer, and why should we use 
this method to get help from God? 


4. Do angels still minister to the people 
of God? 


5. What special value would Peter’s ex- 
perience be to him? 


6. Who was Mark, the son of Mary, and 
what part did he have in world-evangel- 
ization? a 


7. Why did the brethren say, “It is his 
angel,” when Rhoda insisted Peter was 
outside? " 


8. Do believers become angels at death? 
9. Was it not foolish to argue about the 
possibility of their prayer being answered? 


10. Do you and I pray in expectation of 
an answer? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 135 of this issue. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee today for thy many deliverances 
from difficulties that have beset us. Now let 
us not forget the needs of thy children, and 
though in the midst of many disciplines, we 
rejoice in thy deliverances which meet us in 
crisis times, when we feel especially helpless 
as to any human aid. We pray that we may 
realize that thou dost often arouse us to some 
new and glad deliverance when we ourselves 
are not aware of thy purposes. Help us, we 
pray thee, so to live that we may count upon 
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thy loving care in all of the circumstances in 
life. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—You have seen in 
this wonderful lesson how God does de- 
liver his servants, when it is his will to 
do so, in ways that perhaps we least ex- 
pect. There are two words in this les- 
son that are in great contrast, — prayer 
and prison. Peter was kept in prison, 
and then there are two words which 
make a tremendous difference, — “but 
prayer.” And then in this deliverance 
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of Peter from prison, one hindrance after 
another was overcome, and Peter, think- 
ing he saw a vision, went out. And only 
after the final hindrance was removed, 
did he come to himself and realize that 
this was the Lord’s work, the Lord’s de- 
liverance that had been made possible 
for him. Will you just think for a mo- 
ment about that iron gate? That was 
the last barrier, and that gate opened to 
Peter and the angel, of its own accord. 
If we will but notice it from day to day, 
God is always opening iron gates for us, 
which would hold us in the very hour 
of difficulty. Shall we not trust him fully 
in the days to come? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this de ent; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 


of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be . 


sent for ten cents in stamps. ailure to note 
the conditions means that 

are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Hindering a Great Infidel.—Prayer was 
made without ceasing of the church unto 
God for him (Golden Text). With hell- 
inspired intensity the godless associa- 
tions of the Soviet Union are carrying 
forward their propaganda for the sub- 
verting of Christian truth and the over- 
throw of Christian worship. ... In the 
days when Ingersoll in America and 
Bradlaugh in England were outstanding 
champions of the infidel teachings of a 
half-century ago, the power of prayer 
to combat their working was marvel- 
ously manifested. In one of the Midland 
cities of England, arrangement had been 
made for a lecture. by Bradlaugh. He 
was a striking orator, and it was feared 
by a little group of earnest believers 
that his visit would cause great spiritual 
harm to the youth of the place. They 
covenanted together that they could take 
hold of God for the hindering of the 
meeting. The evening came, however, 
and Bradlaugh appeared on the platform 
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before a capacity audience. The cause 
seemed lost, but the little group were 
in the meeting, reminding the Lord, 
with steadfast faith, of his promises and 
their need. After the introductory re- 
marks by the chairman, the great infidel 
stepped to the front and began to speak, 
“Ladies and gentlemen,” he said, and 
then passed his hand over his forehead. 
A second time and a third time, he re- 
peated the same words, then, turning to 
the chairman, he said, “For some reason, 
sir, my mind seems clouded, and I am 
unable to continue. I am sorry to dis- 
appoint the audience.” He sat down, 
the chairman conveyed the apology to 
the audience, and the meeting dispersed. 
Bradlaugh never returned to that place. 
—From Alliance Weekly. Sent by Kath- 
erine MacDonald, Omaha, Nebr.; and 
M. L. Haskell, Norton, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 


A Disconcerting Question.—Peter there- 
fore was kept in prison (Acts 12:5). A 
story that carries its own application to 
Christian faithfulness has been told of 
a question and answer that passed be- 
tween Martin Niemoeller and a chap- 
lain who visited him in his detention: 
“Why are you here?” asked the chaplain. 
“Why are you not here?” asked Dr. Nie- 
moeller.—F rom Christian Faith and Life. 
Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Pied- 
mont, W. Va.; and Mrs. W. Rand, Melvin 
Mills, N. H. 





‘Beware! ‘Haman 
once tried tt. 
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Prayer Controls Fire—The Lord hath 
sent his angel, and hath delivered me 
(v. 11). The restraining hand of the 
Lord was felt recently in Pohang, Korea, 
during a terrible fire where twenty 
houses were burned to the ground. One 
of the believers from the church, and a 
faithful Christian from a Presbyterian 
church lived in that district, and the 
fire came right up to both of their 
houses and then stopped, so that they 
were unharmed in any way. This in- 
cident has had a remarkable effect, for 
not only do the Christians feel that this 
was the hand of the Lord, but the un- 
saved have also been made to say that 
it was the Lord, the God of the Chris- 
tians!—From the Oriental Missionary 
Standard. Sent by Miriam Kingsbury, 
Cavendish, Vt. 


While the Robber Listened.—The Lord 
hath sent his angel, and hath delivered 
me (v. 11). The evangelist Charles 
Inglis records the following story told 
by a lady in a prayer meeting: “Some 
years ago my husband was traveling 
in Europe, and I was left alone with my 
maids in a large lonely house in a 
Western state. One evening, after our 
usual reading and prayer, we retired to 
our several rooms. As I entered my 
room, I happened to look into a mir- 
ror at the opposite side of the room, 
and was horrified to see the reflection 
of a man crouching behind my ward- 








Many of Dr. Pace’s cartoons, covering a wide range of topics and with appropriate messages 

by such Christian leaders as H. A. Ironside, W. E. Biederwolf, W. R. Newell, and: others, are 

now available in tract form, and may be purchased from the Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 

388, Findlay, Ohio. A packet of sample tracts, containing nearly a hundred varieties. will be 
sent to any address upon receipt of 25 cents. 
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robe. I was tempted to cry aloud for 
help, but knew it would be useless, and 
determined to put the faith in God about 
which we had been reading to the test. 
I walked as courageously as possible, 
though trembling in every limb, across 
the floor, took my Bible from the table, 
and sank into a chair. I began reading 
aloud the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. 
I then kneeled and prayed aloud, telling 
God how we were unprotected women, 
and imploring Him to protect ‘us from 
thieves and robbers and all evil per- 
sons. I had barely risen and sunk once 
more into the seat, when a hand was 
laid on my shoulder and a voice said: 
‘Do not cry out or be frightened, for 
you are perfectly safe. I came here 
to rob this house, but that chapter is one 
I used to hear my mother read, and your 
prayer reminded me of the prayers she 
offered. Iam going now. You need fear 
nothing.’”—From the Dawn. Sent by 
T. D. Gehret, Easton, Pa. 


Prayer’s Gulf Stream.—Where many 
were gathered together praying (v. 12). 
As, day after day, I watch the Gulf 
Stream, and sometimes sail upon its 
mighty and mysterious current, I am 
mindful of other streams which it sug- 
gests. It is in the midst of the ocean, 
yet separate from it, warmer, faster- 
moving, and beneficent. So is the stream 
of prayer, which, from amidst the sea 
of life, moves steadily and irresistibly 
upward from millions of human hearts. 
Who can measure the breadth and depth 
and volume and beneficence of this 
ceaseless current of communion and sup- 
plication that is ever moving from the 
hearts of humanity to the throne of God? 
As we pray our own prayers, suppose 
we recall the unmeasured flood of other 
prayers that are perpetually flowing to 
the Father who hears every one.—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by Roger J. 
Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


The Interrupting Stranger.—Peter 
stood before the gate (v. 14). “Yes’m, 


he stood right at the gate, speakin’ to’ 


some one outside, and I jst give a 
glance at him, and never thought who 
it was,” said an old woman, telling of 
her absent son’s return. “All them long 
weeks and months, I’d been waitin’ and 
prayin’ for him to come, and then didn’t 
know him when he stood right outside 
the gate! Sorter wondered to myself, 
fretty-like, who was comin’ in to hinder 
me with my work!” Do we always rec- 
ognize the answer to our prayers? At 
our gate! Yet unrecognized !—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Prayer Stops Shell Exploding.— 
Prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him (Golden Text). 
When war broke out my husband en- 
listed. I was left with five children, the 
youngest being a baby of eleven months. 
Two years later my husband was killed. 
My eldest boy was then ‘ithteen, and 
he had to join up. Day and night I 
prayed for my son’s safety. When he 
came back on his first furlough he had 
not been home long when he said: 
“Mother, you’ve been praying for me.” 
I said: “I have, my son, day and night.” 
He then told me that there had been 
six of them in a trench when the hiss- 
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ing of a shell was heard. Suddenly 
the shell dropped in the trench itself, 
burying its nose in the mud, unexploded. 
After tense silence, one of the lads said: 
“Our mothers have been praying for 
us."—From the Christian Herald, Lon- 
don. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, 
N. Y. 
v 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Herod Loses Peter.—Peter therefore 
was kept in prison: but prayer was made 
without ceasing (Acts 12:5). Herod the 
King had “stretched forth” and killed 
James of the Peter-James-John trio, to 
the “Vive le Herod!” joy .of the blood- 
thirsty Jews. 

“That went over so big,” no doubt said 
Herod, “we will give them an encore.” 
So the military was sent to take Peter 
and secure him well “in prison.” A man 
looked after by four parties of four each 
(“four quaternions”), chained with two 
chains to two soldiers, with keepers at 
the door, would seem to be mighty well 
guarded. 

Our famous Alcatraz prison for Pub- 
lic Enemies No. 1, out in San Francisco 
Bay does not hold its desperate crim- 
inals any more surely and hopelessly of 
escape than Herod had the apostle Peter. 

God has different ways of changing 
the ideas of men from the way with Paul 
on the Damascus Road to the Philippian 
jailer and the earthquake. He adopts a 
different method to force Herod to give 
up Peter. The matter was turned over 
to the “Angel of the Lord” Department 
—that department I have always 
thought I would like to have a job with 
when I get “Up Yonder,” if I had any 
choice in the matter. 

Some folks forget this old world of 
ours is not a gyroscopic top God set 
spinning a little while ago (according 
to eternity time) and is standing by like 
the boy waiting for it to begin to wabble 
for a fall over. 

No, indeed, there is a Captain and a 
crew aboard this old world ship. The 
Holy Spirit is on the bridge and the 
Angel of the Lord and his helpers man 
all the key positions from motive power 
to galley ! 

So it comes about when in God’s plan 
the Peters and the Pauls in jails and 
out of jails have to be taken care of, 
all the Herods in the world are impotent 
and frustrate. (John 10:28.) 


Just So Far.—They ... passed on 
through one street; and forthwith the 
angel departed (v. 10). Oh, what a fine 
job is this if you are in the Angel of 
the Lord Department! Right past guards 
and doors, red lights, and any other hin- 
drance. When the Iron Rose Class goes 
on our “Historical Pilgrimages” we have 
the motorcycle officers take us right 
through the cities. The boys say, “It’s 
worth the price of the trip to laugh at 
the red lights as the sirens yell !” 

If in New York you should say to the 
police officer, “Will you please direct 
me to Avenue Five,” he would laugh 
and say, “You mean Fifth Avenue, I 
reckon.” 

In Philadelphia the streets that run 
north and south are numbered. The 
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One Street is called Front Street. It is 
at the Delaware River side of the streets. 
In Coatesville we call the street next 
to the Brandywine First Avenue, and 
not One Avenue. 

Now you have the map of Any Town. 
The Angel of the Lord Department agent 
leads Peter out of the guarded jail, while 
all the city sleeps, including the soldiers. 
Here they come down through dark First 
Avenue — “One Street.” ° 

When Peter and his escort come to 
Main Street “forthwith the angel de- 
parted.” Peter had to go through the 
scavenger dogs and night prowlers “on 
his own.” Here is the great teaching 
of the incident: In spite of prayers, God 
does nothing for his children they them- 
selves can do. 

God has us escorted only so far as we 
are unable to surmount obstacles and 
dangers alone and singlehanded. God 
decides for us those things we find it 
impossible to decide for ourselves, be- 
cause we do not know what is in the 
future and God does. 

When a Christian comes to the “Don’t- 
know-what-to-do” place he should not 
budge until the Angel of the Lord comes 
and leads him from the “jail” of inde- 
cision and helplessness, “through one 
street,” to the place where he can go 
it alone (Psa. 32:8; 1 Pet. 3:12, 13). 


Answered Prayers.—When they .. - 
saw him, they were astonished (v. 16). 
This finale of the miraculous jail de- 
livery has an amusing side. The answer 
to prayer comes to the door and knocks. 
Does the door swing open with a joyous 
welcome? It does not. 

When Mr. Answer comes to the door 
and the scared maid runs and tells and 
Answer comes in “they were astonished.” 
No, I am not going to tell the old one of 
the little girl who brought her umbrella 
to the astonishment of the prayer meet- 
ing in the time of drought! 

In churches all over the land thousands 
of prayers go up every Sunday which 
if answered would cause great astonish- 
ment —and perhaps no little confusion 
in many instances (Rom. 8:26; Matt. 20: 
22). 

Some years ago an important Phila- 
delphia church had “a praying preacher,” 
as one of. his official board told me. “His 
morning prayer is a back-breaker, often 
half an hour long,” said the man. “He 
prays all over creation. Ridgway, you 
know him pretty well and he thinks you 
are just right. Won’t you ask him if he 
can’t shorten up?” 

“Not on your life!” I told my friend. 
I joked back at him, “Perhaps most of 
his praying is for you — and dear knows 
you fellows of the Steenth Street Church 
may need a lot of praying for !” 

I wonder now how that big congrega- 
tion would have been affected if the an- 
swers to the omnibus prayer of the good 
Doctor had come then and there. If 
Mrs. MacDougal with her rheumatism 
all gone and her canes left in the pew 
came tripping up the aisle. If Brown’s 
“wandering boy” should be found sitting 
in the pew with his smiling mother. If 
old Money Bags should walk up to the 
table with a nice check for “our mis- 
sionary work across the seas.” 

Old Skinflint Hutch was prayed into 
the Kingdom. He gave his daughter fifty 

































































134 * 


dollars to buy “a pretty dress.” Then 
he said, “I would give your mother fifty 
dollars, too, if she would ask for it.” 
Then Mrs. Hutch, the mother, promptly 
faints. 

So I wonder if there would not be 
fainting from astonishment if God should 
answer some of our prayers. An old 
bum on a Philadelphia street said to me 


one day when I was trying to lead him’ 


to the Lord, “Why don’t God help me?” 
“Did you ever ask him?” I said. He 
never had. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Use a small picture of a prison next 
‘to No. 11. Move Peter up in line (see 
instructions for Lesson 1, Times of Dec. 
17). Make the children’s cards to repre- 
sent a prison door. Print the Golden Text 
(Acts 12:5). 











OME of: you have seen the outside 

of a prison, but I do not suppose any 
of you have been inside, and had the 
great iron doors close after you. It is 
an awful feeling, even when you are 
not a prisoner, and it would be terrible 
if you were a prisoner and could not 
get out. And it would be more terrible 
if you were a prisoner and knew you 


+ could never go outside again. 


The wicked King Herod, wishing to 
please the Jews, killed James, John’s 
brother, and put Peter in prison. Herod 
must have been afraid Peter might es- 
cape, because he appointed sixteen sol- 
diers to keep him! 

Our Golden Text comes in here. Peter 
was in prison, but “prayer was made 
without ceasing of the church unto God 
for him” (Acts 12:5). 

The night before Herod planned to 
bring Peter “forth to the people,” Peter 
was skeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and the keepers 
before the door kept watch. 

Suddenly, the angel of the Lord came 
upon him, and a light shined in the 
prison; and the angel struck Peter on the 
side, and raised him up, saying, “Arise 
up quickly.” The chains fell off his 
hands, and the angel said to him, “Gird 
thyself, and bind on thy sandals.” Peter 
did so. Then the angel said, “Cast thy 
garment about thee, and follow me,” 
and Peter did this; but he still thought 
he was seeing a vision. 

They went through the first and sec- 
ond ward, and came to the gate that 
led out into the city, which opened of 
its own accord; and they went out and 
passed on through one street,— and the 
angel disappeared. 

Then Peter knew 
‘but that the Lord ha t his angel and 
‘delivered him out of the hand of Herod, 
and of the Jews. He Went to the house 
of John Mark’s mother where many of 
the church were gathéred to pray. A 
girl named Rhoda opened the door when 
Peter knocked, and she’ran and told 
‘tthe others, but they wo not believe 
it was Peter until they him. 

We are like that when 
for something and God 


was not a dream, 
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prayer. We can hardly believe our eyes. 
But we should have more faith. The 
same God who delivered Peter still an- 
swers prayer. I wish we could all learn 
to take all our troubles and our joys to 
the Lord in prayer. 


Mopesto, CALIF. 
‘4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Limitless power. 

Discussion: The conditions of prevailing 
prayer. 

Objective: Tapping the source of real 
power. 


AY, fellows, a lump of coal, scientists 

tell us, has enough energy stored 
up in itself to propel it around the world 
at the equator, or more than 25,000 miles. 
That is a phenomenon of power in 
nature. My dear little mother weighed 
only ninety pounds, but one night on 
my twenty-first birthday she reached 
out across mountains, plains, and rivers 
—from our little home town down in 
Georgia — to the great city of Chicago, 
and snatched me as a brand from the 
burning. At the very moment I was 
wavering in the toils of a great tempta- 
tion, she was upon her knees asking God 
to bring me back home as clean as I had 
gone out from it. I learned this after- 
ward. I had wondered what it could 
be that caused her image to come up be- 
fore me just at that critical moment, for 
I could plainly see her kneeling in 
prayer. I stopped, and turned, and fled. 
It was a real turning point in my life. 
I seriously doubt if I would be enjoy- 
ing the privilege of this column with 
you fellows today if my mother had not 
been praying for me that night. 

That is the prenomenon of the power 
of prayer. It is just as real as the power 
in the lump of coal, but it is of far 
more importance to you and me. When 
(and if) the lump of coal propelled itself 
around the earth, it would lie exhausted, 
a cinder, its energy spent and done. But 
that which is accomplished by prayer 
goes on and on with ever increasing or 
sustained power throughout eternity. 

Think of that little prayer circle in a 
home on a side street in Jerusalem pray- 
ing Peter out of prison!’ And he was 
in prison! Even a vicious King Herod 
could not have devised more thorough 
means to prevent his escape. Peter was 
a juicy morsel for Herod. He was hold- 
ing him until after Easter, when it was 
his purpose to exploit Peter’s death be- 
fore the people. He had murdered 
James, and it seemed to please the Jews. 
So Peter must be very securely shut up 
and guarded. Herod delivered the pris- 
oner to four quaternions of trusted sol- 
diers. They were responsible for his 
safekeeping. Their own lives would be 
forfeited if he escaped. (And they were 
forfeited! See verse 19.) 

Peter was put into a prison cell with 
thick stone walls and one iron door 
securely locked and bolted. Inside the 
cell Peter was chained with two chains 
to two guards. The outer doors of the 
prison were also locked and barred, and 
on the outside of these doors stood other 
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a stout wall securely closed by a heavy 
iron gate. It did seem that Peter was 
pretty safely “canned,” and only the 
word of Herod the king, on the morrow, 
would bring him out— and then to die. 
But Herod had left out of his. calcula- 
tions a subtle power that even Chris- 
tians sometimes forget—the power of 
prayer to almighty God, in Jesus’ name. 
While Peter slept between the two 
guards.to whom he was chained, the lit- 
tle prayer circle down on “Believing 
Alley” were on their knees asking the 
Lord to deliver him. Suddenly the de- 
liverance came, as you may read it for 
yourself in Acts 12:5-17, the text of this 
lesson. Look at each detail of it, and 
marvel. 

And yet — and yet — and YET, fellows, 
that same subtle, marvelous power is 
available to you and to me. All the 
wonder works of science and invention 
and industry today — all the turbine and 
Diesel engines—all the armies and 
navies and treasuries of the world — all 
these and every other material power of 
the world combined, — have not the pos- 
sibilities of power that are in your priv- 
ilege of prayer. On your knees with 
God, the power of the Creator of the 
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universe is in your grasp; and the Lord 

will tax the resources of Heaven and 

earth to bring to pass that which you 

in faith ask of him. Read Mark 11: 22-24, 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 131) 


1. He was a grandson of the older tyrant, 
and known as Herod Agrippa the First. 

2. Because the Jews were just about to 
celebrate the Passover, so he meant to defer 
it until the feast should be over. 

3. Prayer is bringing our requests to God, 
who chooses to meet our needs in this way 
in order to give us a consciousness of di- 
vine intervention. 

4. Yes, even though invisible to us, they 
are sent forth to minister to the heirs of 
Salvation (Heb. 1:14). 


5. It would be confirmation that his course 
in carrying the Gospel to all men was ap- 
proved of God. 

6. He was the author of the second Gos- 
pel, and at times the companion of Paul, 
of Barnabas, and of Peter. Tradition makes 
him the founder of the church in Egypt. 

7. Angels are spirits, and they thought 
Peter must have been slain and that his 
spirit had appeared to Rhoda. 

8. No, but they are spirits triumphant 
(Heb. 12:23). 

9. Yes, for while they reasoned and ques- 
tioned, Peter continued knocking. 


10. Each one should reply for himself. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—-To help the girls make practical 
application of this study of prayer. 
Activity.—Prepare a wide poster some- 
what like the following: 
PRAYER 
Our Part God’s Part 
1, Live a prayerful 1. God interprets our 
life (Luke 18:1). prayers (Rom. 8: 
26) 


2,.Believe God 2. Faith is rewarded 


(Heb. 11:6). (Heb. 11). 

3. Put faith into 3. God d what we 
action (Jas. 2: cannot do (Mark 
17). 10:27). 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will 
do it’? (John 14:13, 14). 











“c HAT is the use of prayer?” a girl 

interrupted when the _ Bible 
teacher asked her young people to bow 
their heads, and because this girl was 
seriously concerned, the class stopped to 
make a brief study of the subject of 
prayer. 

That query was not a new one. In the 
early days of the human race Job quoted 
men who were not personally acquainted 
with God: “What is the Almighty, that 
we should serve him? and what profit 
should we have, if we pray unto him?” 
(Job 21:15.) 

Can you recall any Scripture refer- 
ences that mention the profit of prayer? 
(The following might be used: Psa. 50: 
15; Matt. 7:7; 18:19, 20; John 15:7; 16:24; 
Eph. 3:20.) 

In our lesson for today we find that as 
Peter and his friends fulfilled their part 
in the act of prayer, God marvelously 
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rewarded them. (As the lesson is read, 
lead the girls to discover for themselves 
how all the conditions mentioned on the 
poster were met. Or the class may de- 
velop a prayer outline of their own.) 
Let us see how the. action of the 


“church” compares with our poster. 
1. The first condition was met, for 
“prayer was made without ceasing.” As 


these men and women prayed, no doubt 
they remembered such occasions as these 
when God had miraculously answered 
prayer, and delivered his people (Exod. 
3:7; Judges 7:15, 22; 2 Kings 6:15-17; 
Dan. 6:20-23). 2. Verses 15 and 16 in 
our text would indicate that the faith of 
these people was of “mustard seed” va- 
riety (Matt. 17:20; Luke 17:6). While 
they held communion with God, at the 
same time their thoughts were centered 
upon Peter and his alarming condition 
rather than upon God’s ability to deliver 
(John 11:41, 42; 16:24). 3. This minority 
group in a city of bitter, clamoring mobs 
would have been helpless in seeking re- 
lease for Peter. For this reason they 
were asking God to take full charge of 
the situation. 

What was Peter’s part in the prayer of 
deliverance? Let us check him with our 
poster. 1. He was living a prayerful 
life (Acts 2:4, 41; 3:6; 8:15; 10:9, 44). 
2. Peter had heard the Lord Jesus give 
the promise in our Memory Verse, and 
he believed it. 3. He put his faith into 
action in the most practical way possi- 
ble. Pleading with Herod, who had re- 
cently put the apostle James to death 
(Acts 12:2), would have been of no avail, 
and agonizing with God was not neces- 
sary. Long ago Peter had promised, 
“Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both 
into prison, and.to death” (Luke 22:33), 
and he was not going to retract that 
promise. Therefore, as the love of Peter’s 
friends was being poured out in prayer, 
Peter dropped peacefully asleep (Phil. 
4:6, 7). The “church” was demonstrat- 
ing Psalm 56:3, while Peter was rejoicing 
in Isaiah 12:2. 

What was God’s part in this prayer? 
Although the faith of the “church” was 
small, their love was intense, and God 
interpreted the motives of their hearts 
(Isa. 65:24). Sixteen soldiers, handcuffs, 
and an iron gate were not too much for 
the Creator. Into Peter’s cell he sent 
his angel who speedily did all that Peter 
could not do, and who put Peter into 
a position to do all that was humanly 
possible. (Trace this in the story:) 

Is prayer profitable? Notice the un- 
speakable joy of the maid who knew all 
the time that her heavenly Father was 
great enough to do just exactly that 
which was done to accomplish Peter’s 
deliverance. 

Radio broadcasting provides a most 
convincing illustration of Hebrews 11: 
1. Have you ever been all alone in a 
studio, talking through a microphone? 
No actual evidence is before you to con- 
vince you that anyone in the world is 
hearing a word you say, and it seems as 
though you are talking to yourself. What 
difference would it make if you should 
stop, you wonder. Who would ever 
know? Yet by faith in the fact of radio, 
you proceed until you are through, and 
eventually some one assures you that 
your message was not in vain. 

What is the greatest reward of prayer? 
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“Into the Clouds” 


An “gy apes new book 
by Dr. Brown, 
treating S a pee 
manner such subjects as: 
The Times of the Gen- 
tiles, Matthew 24, War 
Madness, Distress of 
Nation s,Communism, 
Naziism, Fascism, Pales- 
tine and the Jew, The 
Falling Away, The Break- 
down of Democracy, The 
Days of Noah, The Great 
Tribulation, World Signs 
etc., etc., etc. 12 chap- 
ters, 220 pages. 

$1.00, postpa 
vu. Add 0c if foreign. 


Fundamental Trath Publishers, Findlay, Ohio 
MUSIC, PLAYS, 


EASTER Pactants ote 


“EASTER RECITATIONS, PROGRAM HELPS, etc., 25c. 
“AS IT BEGAN TO DAWN,” new pageant-service, 10c. 
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GEO. F. ROSCHE & Co. 
337-701 W. Madison Street Chicago, Il. 
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(Deut. 33:27.) Margery was driving over 
a slick, muddy road through a drizzling 
rain, when suddenly her automobile be- 
gan to skid. As she felt the car slide, 
Margery knew there was nothing she 
could safely do except to sit still and wait 
for results. During the age-long seconds 
while the car swung around and nosed 
into the soft mud of a freshly plowed 
field beside the road, Margery prayed, 
“Dear heavenly Father, won’t you please 
keep the car right-side up?” Immedi- 
ately such a reassuring peace settled 
upon her that all fear was banished and 
she knew for a certainty that God was 
present. Her automobile lunged into 
the mud and stopped. Soon a truck 
drove up and two men helped to get the 
automobile back into the road. As Mar- 
gery drove slowly homeward, she real- 
ized that cars may not always stay right- 
side up, and individuals may not always 
escape physical or material harm, but 
like Peter, those who have been born 
again may be assured of the everlasting 
sufficiency of God’s grace (2 Cor. 12:9; 
1 Pet. 1:3-5). 

(In order to. give the girls practical 
experience with prayer, make a class 
list of problems for prayer. Discuss 
how these prayers may be put into ac- 
tion whenever possible, and how the 
Lord may be trusted for the final re- 
sults.) 

Assignment: Bring to class next week 
a list of your ideals of conduct for a 
Christian girl, and memorize Luke 6:31. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





' Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. Please add 5 cents for post- 
age on books costing 50 cents or less, and 10 
cents on books above 50 cents.) 


When is the best time to have a decision 
day in the Sunday school? Have you any 
literature upon the subject?—N. C. M. 


T IS doubtful whether we can set a 

date for decision day any more than 
we can set a specific hour for a decision. 
It is God’s time and the child’s time that 
determines this matter far more than 
our judgment and convenience. A good 
Sunday school teacher recognizes that 
every Sunday may be turned into a 
decision day for any one of her pupils, 
and for this she plans and prays. But 
even if every teacher has been trained 
to be an effective evangelist there is 
still need that a day be set apart when 
teachers and pupils alike may be re- 
minded of the all-important place that 
evangelism should occupy in the pro- 
gram of the Sunday school. The creation 
of an evangelistic atmosphere in a mass 
movement also is a helpful, if not an es- 
sential, contribution for reaching older 
scholars and adults who have already 
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made an adverse decision. Many Sun- 
day schools find that Palm Sunday is 
an especially favorable time for a de- 
cision day. Others would suggest some 
Sunday in February in order that there 
might be time for a pastor’s instruction 
class, to prepare the young converts for 
reception into church membership - at 
Easter. 

Full instruction in Sunday school 
evangelism is provided in the manuals 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation and in chapter ten of “The 
Sunday School in Action” (Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association, 843 N. Wells 
St., Chicago, $1.75). A special pamrhlet 
was written last year to prepare workers 
for the decision day program in the 
Sunday school on Moody Day, February 
6, 1938, and the few copies that remain 
may be obtained free by writing the 
Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 


Our Sunday school is not growing despite 
the fact that there are plenty of children in 
the neighborhood. We have tried contests of 
various methods to encourage our pupils to 
bring others in, but without any permanent 


gains. What plan would you suggest that’ 


would be reasonably sure of success?—M. E. J. 


HE problem is apparently a common 

one today, as nine inquiries of this 
nature have reached this desk in recent 
weeks. We fear that there are many 
schools today that will have to be re- 
minded that Sunday school extension as 
well as conservation is a teaching prob- 
lem. If the superintendents of these 
organizations would approach their prob- 
lem from this point instead of experi- 
menting with innumerable devices for 
building up their schools, they would in 
all probability meet with success. Pupils 
are constantly dropping out of the Sun- 
day school because of irregular and in- 
competent teachers, and it stands to rea- 
son that additional pupils will never 
remain. long in a school that has not 
had the foresight to provide additional 
teachers. Until the Sunday school has 
given serious attention to improving and 
enlarging its teaching staff it must con- 
tinue to be on the defensive and will 
never be able to take the aggressive in 
a campaign for enrolling the vast army 
of the unreached. A perennial training 
class that will provide a constant stream 
of new teachers is the only dependable 
means of assuring a Sunday school of 
a constant and permanent growth. 





Our church is in a downtown district, and 
we have only our immediate families who 
come .from a distance for Sunday school. As 
there are few children in the neighbornsod 
there seem to be no possibilities for growth. 
—G. Cc. L. 


HILE there may be few children 

in your neighborhood there are 
undoubtedly many to be reached in 
your city. The solution of your prob- 
lem is branch Sunday schools where 
pupils are available. In his early youth 
the writer was a member of a downtown 
church. He well recollects how, under 
the pastorate of David James Burrell, 
D.D., not only was the membership mul- 
tiplied, but three large branch Sunday 
schools were organized in neighborhoods 
that swarmed with children. These 
branch Sunday schools grew rapidly, 
and even exceeded the enrollment of the 
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main school. Eventually many of the 
pupils became members of the parent 
organization, and thus contributed 
toward making it the most influential 
church in the city. But greater than the 
benefits derived by the community and 
the numerical strength gained by the 
church were the inestimable blessings 
conferred upon himself and the other 
members who were privileged to teach 
in these branch schools. 





We were interested in what appeared in The 
Sunday School Times last month relative to 
department superintendents (Jan. 28) in a 
small school. Our problem is to find suit- 
able men and women to fill these positions. 
—C. P. 


GAIN the teacher training class helps 

to solve our difficulty, since it re- 
veals the superiority if not the necessity 
of departmental work, and encourages 
some one to undertake this responsi- 
bility. Trained teachers are enthusiastic 
over departmental instruction, and are 
generally willing to co-operate in any 
movement that may bring this about. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 19. “I Would Be True.” Deut. 5:19, 20; 
1 Sam. 18:1-4; Ruth 1:16-18. 


Sunday, March 12 


Rural America — A New Frontier 
(Prov. 24:27-32) 





Mon.—Messiah’s earthly blessing (Psa. 72: 
1-8). , 
Tues.—Sharing with God (Prov. 3:9, 10). 
Wed.—A lesson from lilies and birds (Matt. 
6:25-34). 

Thurs.—Fate of a rich farmer (Luke 12: 
16-21). 

Fri.—Parable of the sower (Matt. 13:1-9). 

Sat.—Spiritual sowing and reaping (Gal. 
6:7, 8). 











N THIS day of automobiles and swift 

train service, those of us who live 
in or near well populated centers are 
likely to lose sight of the fact that there 
are still large areas of our land that. 
have few or no churches or Sunday 
schools. In some cases, roads are so 
bad that automobiles cannot be used, 
and all travel must be by foot or on 
horseback. In other sections, distances 
are too great to permit church attend- 
ance, the nearest church being fifty 
miles or more away. In many other 
instances, people are too poor to own 
an automobile, and have _ insufficient 
clothes to permit them to attend church 
or Sunday school at any distance in bad. 
weather. 
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Your pastor can give you, or can ob- 
tain for you through your denomina- 
tional home mission board, informa- 
tion as to what needy regions your de- 
nomination is endeavoring to reach. 
Your group will also want to know of 
the work of the American Sunday 
School Union, 1816 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. This organization, which 
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Lesson for March 12 


is interdenominational, supports many 
missionaries in neglected rural areas 
and in difficult mountain sections. A 
sample copy of their magazine, The Sun- 
day School Missionary, can be obtained 
for the asking, and will give you first- 
hand information about their work all 
over the United States. 


$e 

The Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, 843 N. Wells Street, Chicago, 
and the Scripture Gift Mission, 119 S. 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia, are doing 
a remarkable work in distributing Gos- 
pels, Testaments, and Christian litera- 
ture in many needy rural and mountain 
areas. They will be glad to send your 
group literature telling about their work 
if you will ask for it. 

There are many other smaller faith 
works that are carrying the Gospel to 
untouched regions in our own land. 
Among these are The Faith Hill Com- 
munity Center, Morris Fork, Ky., and 
Miss Elizabeth Lagerveld, Faith Cot- 
tage, Thousand Sticks, Ky. A stamped 
and self-addressed envelope to either 
of these addresses will bring helpful 
and thrilling information about these 
truly pioneering efforts, if you will ask 
for it. 

ye 


Only as your group knows the needs 
in these fields can you pray and give 
intelligently. And perhaps through the 
challenge offered, some in your group 
may hear God’s call to serve in one of 
these parts of his great vineyard. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





a Children at Home 


The Leopard Skin and the Hut Tax 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


WEBEDE’S widowed mother was 

looking very worried, fer she had 
to pay her African hut tax, and she 
did not know how she was going to 
get the money. They lived in far- 
away Anguiland in Africa, and Gwebede 
had enjoyed a very happy childhood, 
fighting sham battles with big grasses 
for spears, tying little houses of grass 
and sticks together and lurking in them. 
All play and no school, and at night 
time sleeping close to the fire in the 
middle of the hut with the dogs and 
chicks. Now he was ten years old and 
must begin to try to earn his food. There 
was nothing he could do in the village, 
for the women and girls hoed and raised 
the Indian corn and vegetables, and 
Gwebede since his father’s death was 
the “idle” man of the family. 

“Ma,” he said, “when the Bwana 
[“master”] comes around to take away 
boys for the coffee plantations I must 
go, too.” 

“My son, how can I spare you for three 
months or longer? The time will be so 
long.” 

“Not so, it will soon go, and you will 
not be lonely with my sisters Pelli and 
Kabale and Baby Mengo.” 

His mother shook her head, but she 
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knew the hut tax had to be paid to the 
local government offices, and she had 
made nothing out of her small garden, 
beyond what they needed for them- 
selves, for the drought had been extra 
bad. 

A few days later Gwebede trotted 
gaily along a narrow path carrying a 
stick over his shoulder with some golden 
cobs of maize to eat along the way. At 
night he was so tired that after roast- 
ing his corn and grinding it up between 
his fine, strong, white teeth, he dropped 
off to sleep at once. 

The party of men and boys traveled 
on for a day or two, and finally they 
reached the coffee planters’ broad acres 
of cleared ground where the coffee 
plants grew as big as gooseberry bushes, 
some a little bigger. 
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Gwebede was provided with a hoe, 
and he set to work with a will, for 
he was very keen to get home with the 
money that would mean a yellow-edged 
receipt with a government stamp, which 
must be tucked into the shining black 
grass inside the roof for safety. 

One morning, extra early, as he slip- 
ped out of the grass shelter where he 
slept with several other boys, a great 
leopard sprang upon him. He was caught 
by the back of the neck, and the leopard 
bounded off with him as easily as a cat 
does with a mouse. Just at that mo- 
ment Gwebede’s companions awakened 
and looked out. 

“A leopard!” they shouted as they 
seized hold of the red brands of their 
evening fire, and rushed out yelling at 
the top of their voices. “A leopard!” 
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The Friends of 


Israel Refugee Relief Committee 
.. Appeals. . 
On Behalf of German Jewry 





Their backs are bowed under a heavier burden than 
men and women can bear for long without breaking. Their 
faces are sad with the thoughts of a future that is filled 
with terror and cruelty and pitiless persecution. 


need. Christian Friend! Only you can help. Your .con- 
tributions are the means by which they can escape. 
emigration their shattered hopes shall be built up again. 


Give generously 


that our work may not be in vain 








SEND GIFTS TO 


ALLAN SUTHERLAND, Treasurer 
710 S Witherspoon Building 


And 
yet was suffering ever more 
bravely borne than by those 
men and women of German 
Jewry? Patiently they are 
living amidst the ruins of all 
they had most dear—their 
life, at best, a thing of shreds 
and patches. They are look- 
ing to Christians daily for 
help. One million and a 
half Hebrew Christians are in 


By 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Into the tall grass they rushed waving 
their flaming torches. The animal 
paused, hesitated, and dropped his prey. 
When poor Gwebede was picked up 
he was not dead, but he had a great 
wound, as if the leopard had taken a 
mouthful from the back of his neck. The 
men, followed by the boys, took Gwe- 
bede off to the estate Bwana (“European 
Master”). He washed and bound up the 
wound and sent the boy to the nearest 
mission hospital witha letter. 

At first there seemed little hope for 
him; he was full of terror at every- 
thing, and the least movement made him 
cry out with pain. He refused to swal- 
low the medicine the kind doctor gave 
him to ease his sufferings, but it was 
injected under his skin, and soon he 
fell asleep. Then his wound had to be 
made very clean, and because a leopard’s 
teeth are so full of poison it had to be 
washed several times. 

After some days the pain became less, 
and the wound began to heal slowly. 
Gwebede cried a lot, and begged to be 
taken home. 

“You shall go the very moment you 
are well enough,” said the kind nurse. 
“We have sent a message to your mother, 
so she knows you are quite safe. 

“Oh, it is very bitter,” said Gwebede. 
“I did want to go home with enough 
to pay the hut tax!” 

“Gwebede,” said Nurse Ruth, “why 
not ask God your heavenly Father to 
send the money for it? You cannot earn 
it for a good while.” The boy had seen 
the big colored Scripture pictures and 
heard much about the Lord Jesus in the 
daily services in the ward. He loved 
the bright singing, and already could 
pipe out very loudly, 

Jesus is my Shepherd, 
Wiping every tear; 

Carried in His bosom, 
What have I to fear? 

“But would he help us about the hut 
tax?” 

“Well, Gwebede, he once helped Peter 
his follower to pay a tax in a very won- 
derful way, so you see he understands 
how important it is, and he is just the 
same loving, helpful Saviour today. Let 
us ask him about it.” So Nurse Ruth 
prayed very simply, and Gwebede said 
when she rose from her knees, 

“It would be fine if we could get that 
money because it would help my mother 
to believe in God. You see, we’ve never 
heard anything about him in my village, 
so we just fear and obey the witch doc- 
tor, and worship the spirits.” 

One morning when Gwebede was al- 
most well enough to go home, the doc- 
tor got a letter from the white Bwana 
of the coffee estate. “Some days ago,” 
he wrote, “I shot the leopard which has 
been worrying us of late, and as the 
skin is a particularly fine one and will 
fetch a good price, I am sending the 
enclosed money for the poor little chap 
who was so badly mauled by the beast. 
Hope he’s getting on all right.” 

To Gwebede’s joy the money was ex- 
actly what would pay their, hut tax, and 
he was full of joy. “I'll tell them all 
when I go home,” he said. “Oh, how 
happy I am not to be going back with 
empty hands !” 

The nurse smiled. “God has indeed 
been good to you, Gwebede. Never for- 
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get to love and serve him; and let the 
hut tax receipt remind you of how he 
hears and answers prayer whenever he 
sees it is best for us.” And so whenever 
Gwebede looked up at the black grass 
thatch of the hut roof, it did remind him 
and his mother to say “Thank you” to 
their heavenly Father. 


WortTHInc, Sussex, ENG. 
we 


News from the Earthquake 
Area in Chile 


ENDS of Mr. and Mrs. William M. 
Strong, directors of the Soldiers and 
Gospel Mission of South America, who 
have been working at Coihueco, Chile, 
for a number of years, will be glad to 
know that they were not seriously in- 
jured in the terrible earthquake which 
devastated that region in the latter part 
of January. 
* Mr. Strong was formerly in the insur- 
ance business in the United States, but 
when he felt called to go as a mission- 
ary to South America, he left his busi- 
ness, and he and Mrs. Strong went out 


‘together from the church at Milburn, 


N. J., of which Romaine Bateman is pas- 
tor. Their Gospel preaching and distri- 
bution of the Scriptures has been greatly 
blessed, especially among soldiers, 
sailors, and prisoners. 

A recent letter to the Tres from 
Walter C. Allen, who represents the Mis- 
sion in America (378 N. Eleventh St., 
Prospect Park, Paterson, N. J.), contains 
the following: 


“At Coihueco both huge fireplaces 
were destroyed and a lot of dishes 
broken. 

“Mr. Strong and his wife were away 
at the time. They had been to Con- 
cepcion, and from there had gone to 
the beach. Their hotel was demolished, 
and Mrs. Strong’s foot was cut by a 
falling brick. 

“The town was in ruins. 

“One of the mission workers (appar- 
ently not an American) was buried be- 
neath the debris, but was dug out with- 
out suffering greatly. 

“Mr. and Mrs. William Strong, Jr., 
stationed at Galvarino, received quite a 
shake, but no damage was done to their 
home, and no one was hurt. 

“So we can see the hand of the Lord 
in keeping them out of danger.” 


Caring for Orphans in China 


NE night last May Chinese bandits 

stormed into the Industrial Orphan- 
age Homes in Chinkiang, Kiangsu Prov- 
ince, China. Mrs. Blaesner, who with 
Mr. Blaesner was superintending the 
Homes, was struck to the ground, drag- 
ged over the hills, and tied to a tree. 
Her wedding ring was stolen from her 
hand, and she was questioned as to what 
money there was in the Homes. She 
asked them to lead her back to the 
orphanage as she had no money with 
her, and on the way the bandits suddenly 
left her as they saw the police comirg 
to her rescue. Mrs. Blaesner was able 
to find her way home alone, and found 
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on her return that her husband had risén 
from his sick bed and had come down 
and tried to prevent the bandits from 
carrying her away. He was also struck 
to the ground, and one of the ruffians 
put a foot on his neck and held a gun 
to his mouth. One of the Chinese in 
the Homes had helped him up and back 
to the house by the time Mrs. Blaesner 
returned. But Mr. Blaesner had been 
ill for some time, and the shock was 
too much for him. He passed away on 
June 5, and was buried in the same 
local cemetery where is the grave of 
J. Hudson Taylor, the beloved founder 
of the China Inland Mission. 

For the past thirty years the Indus- 
trial Orphanage has been under the di- 
rection of the Rev. and Mrs. J. Wesley 
Bovyer and for some time past they 
have been assisted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Blaesner. 


The Industrial Orphanage for boys 
and girls at Chinkiang is the continua- 
tion of two homes opened respectively 
under the China Inland Mission and the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission in the year 
1908. It is fundamental and interdenom- 
inational. In the thirty years’ history 
of the work, between 500 and 600 chil- 
dren have received care, education, and 
training in industrial activities. A testi- 
monial letter commending the work 
highly was written in the early summer 
of 1937 and signed by a list of thirty- 
one missionaries, with the names of Mr. 
and Mrs. James R. Graham, Jr., the first 
on the list. The following paragraphs 
are taken from it: 


We of the Chinkiang community wish to 
take this opportunity of bearing testimony 
to the fact that our brother and sister, Mr. 
J. W. and Mrs. Bovyer have through the 
years given of themselves unstintingly in 
ministering to the needs of China’s desti- 
tute children, the victims of various kinds 
of calamity. 


This work has been done in the face of 
great hardship and financial stringency. 
For more than ten years they have carried 
on without any regular subsidy or anybody 
at home to back them. The work has been 
carried on in faith and love and by dint 
of relentless toil through winter’s cold and 
summer’s heat. One would never guess 
from looking at the bright faces of the boys 
and girls that live in the Home that there 
was any real want there. Their plump faces 
and warmly clothed bodies are the result 
of 2 travail of prayer and toil on the part 
of these parents (themselves childless) of 
about one hundred orphans. 

All the children, boys and girls, are given 
Instruction in academic and industrial work 
so as to equip them to earn a living when 
they leave the Home. So well is the work 
done that the products of the orphanage are 
really known as “Character” goods. Best 
of all we can testify that the children are 
carefully instructed in the Word of Truth, 
and many have come to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 


In these times of depression the orphan- 
age, without any definite financial backing, 
has suffered more than in former years, and 
Mr. Bovyer now desires to get the orphan- 
age on a firmer basis of support, and to this 
end needs the moral backing of those who 
are acquainted with the nature of the work. 
We who see the work done at our doors 
are happy to give our hearty recommenda- 
tion to the noble and sacrificial efforts of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bovyer, and to lay it upon 
the hearts of all who are able to assist them 
in finance and publicity to de so, and we 
covet your prayers on their behalf, “Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” 


The following letter concerning the 














Orphanage was written only last Decem-- 
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ber by Dr. F. Howard Taylor of the 
China Inland Mission: 
To our knowledge the work done by Mr. 


and Mrs. Bovyer in Chinkiang, China, is 
worthy of complete confidence. 


The boys and girls in their two orphanages 
are well cared for and educated; they are 
trained in simple surroundings — that they 
may not afterwards be discontented; every 
effort is made to lead them to a personal 
knowledge of our Lord as their Saviour; 
and they are taught useful occupations, so 
as to be self-supporting. 

A former member of the China Inland 
Mission, Mrs. Blaesner, is assisting in carry- 
ing on the work. 


The present invasion of China, robbing 
great numbers of children of their parents, 
has of course greatly increased the need of 
such orphanages. 

May God continue to bless and prosper the 
work of our friends. 

Among the members of the recently 
formed Prayer and Reference Council 
for North America are the following: 
H. A. Ironside, Will H. Houghton, D. G. 
Barnhouse, Mrs. Harriet K. Christie, 
George T. B. Davis, and Louis T. Talbot. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bovyer have been in this 
country on furlough but are expecting 
to return to China as soon as possible, 
where Mrs. Blaesner has been carrying 
on bravely. Those who would like to 
have a share in this much needed work 
may send their gifts to the Treasurer, 
F. W. Nelham, 3275 E., Twenty-ninth 
Avenue, Vancouver, B. C., Canada; or 
to the D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 
147 W. School Lane, Germantown, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

we 


“Lost Books of the Bible” 
(Continued from second page) 


work,” but he did not explain why. He 
may have meant that it was “desirable” 
as showing the hopeless contrast between 
uninspired and inspired writings. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury Wake is 
quoted favorably concerning these books, 
saying that “they contain all that can 
be depended upon of the most primitive 
fathers.” As Archbishop Wake died in 
1737, he was certainly not referring to 
the sensational and deceptive’ edition of 
Apocryphal literature now offered under 
the false title of “The Lost Books of the 
Bible,” but obviously was speaking only 
of the Apocrypha as uninspired litera- 
ture. 

Concerning the alleged Letters of Pon- 
tius Pilate included in this volume the 
Encyclopedia Britannica has _§ said: 
“Pilate’s place in the Christian tragedy, 
and perhaps also in the Creed, stimulated 
legends about him in two directions, 
equally unhistorical.” 

Included in this amazing literary 
fraud, “The Lost Books of the Bible,” 
are statements introducing various books 
which disclose their spurious character 
— but the advertisement does not men- 
tion this! Thus the introduction to the 
so-called “Gospel of Nicodemus” recog- 
nizes the “conjecture that it was a 
forgery towards the close of the third 
century by some zealous believer. ... 
The Rev. Jeremiah Jones says, that such 
pious frauds were very common among 
Christians even in the first three cen- 
turies; and that a forgery of this nature, 
with the view above mentioned, seems 
natural and probable.” 

Again, the introduction to the so- 
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called “Acts of Paul and Thecla” de- 
clares: “Tertullian says that this piece 
was forged by a Presbyter of Asia, who 
being convicted, ‘confessed that he did 
it out of respect of Paul.’” 

Such standard works as the Encyclo- 
peedia Britannica, already quoted, and 
the International Standard Bible Ency- 
clopsedia of which Dr. James Orr was 
the General Editor, give a wealth of re- 
liable information about the various 
Apocryphal writings that have been as- 
sembled in this gaudy “modern” book. 

THe SunDAY ScHoo.t TrmeEs welcomes a 
statement from Holland’s Magazine, 
written in a personal letter to a reader 
of the Trues. Holland’s writes: 

Frankly, we regret very much that this 
advertisement appeared in. Holland’s and 
we can only offer the following explana- 
tion and assure you that we are at all 
times anxious to keep any advertising 
that is not clean and honest out of the 


columns of Holland’s, and this incident 
will cause us to watch it even more care- 


When we were advised that they wished 
to place this advertisement with us we 
had not seen the copy and were merely 
informed that such religious publications 
as the Christian Herald, in their November 
1938 issue, carried this same copy and 
that other well-known national women’s 
and home magazines had carried it. 

When the plate was received for this 
there was no proof, or copy, and the plate 
was sent, as a matter of routine, to the 
mechanical department. The first time 
that the executives of this company knew 
that the ad was appearing was when the 
magazine had been printed. Frankly, had 
we seen this copy we assure you that it 
would never have appeared. 


As the Trmues said in 1926, it repeats 
now: “It is hoped that no readers of 
THe SunpAy ScHoot Trmes will be mis- 
led into supposing that the books [in 
this newly advertised volume] are other 
than the ordinary, unreliable mixture of 
legends, myths, and history that differ- 
entiates such writings so sharply from 
the inspired Word of God.” 





With the New Books 


Let Us Build. By P. E. Burroughs. 
(Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., 60 
cents, cloth only.) Is your church con- 
sidering a new building for worship 
or Bible school purposes, or for both? 
Then advise your committee to purchase 
and read Dr. Burroughs’ study, which 
offers easy-to-follow guidance in regard 
to design, materials, practical sugges- 
tions, hints for conveniences, and the 
financing of your plan. Forty-five full- 
page illustrations are included, which, 
with the message of the book, have been 
passed upon by forty-two architects 
from many different states. These draw- 
ings are offered not only for the city 
organization which can afford to build 
expensively, but for the small village 
church as well, that the builders of both 
may understand how to move forward 
without the harrowing mistakes that 
have been the experience of so many. 
The treatise is arranged as a text with 
chapter outlines and questions for exam- 
ination, and since its publication is re- 
garded as a needed missionary contri- 
bution, the printing has been beautifully 
done, and the price kept moderate. 
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The Minister in His Study 
(An editorial from the second page) 


utterance. Some have been known to 
pride themselves that they can shake 
a sermon out of their sleeves on Satur- 
day night. With such methods a min- 
ister may “get by” for a while, but he 
is ruining his soul with his superficial 
ways, and hurting the welfare of the 
congregation expecting him to be a gen- 
erous provider. 

“Meditate upon these things,” com- 
manded Paul. Learn to think. Saturate 
your mind in the enriching beauties of 
God’s grace and truth. Acquire the abil- 


ROMANS 


VERSE -BY VERSE 
By WILLIAM R. NEWELL 
Sensational in its expository power 
** The a reader will find here 
a wealth of material.” — Sunday 
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GRACE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
Dept. SS, 100 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago, Ilinois 


The “Easter Witness” 


Program by Mary Brainerd Smith, which appeared 
in the Feb. 18 issue of the S. S. Times, is now available 
in 35mm. filmslides. 69 JZ LUSTRA TIONS — 
2a XTS. Only $3.50 with § pictures beautirull 
hand-colored. For particulars about our offer of F. REE 
FILM with purchase of projector write: 
Dept. E., BOND SLIDE CO., Inc. q 
68 West Washington St. Chicago, Ill. 
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The Photo Mill. Immediate Service ! No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 double- 
weight professional enlargements, one 

=“ tinted enlargement, or eight reprints for 
25¢ coim. Reprints 2c each. 
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Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 
The Christian Sanatori 
WANTED ine, ester Py ey 


expects to stat A Mew Class for 
female students, April 17, 1939. Also a 
few girls for kitchen and cleaning 
work will be needed. Ages 18 to 35. 


When applying please give church affiliation, 
education, age, and references. 


HYMNS THAT LIVE 


A new low-priced song book specially prepared 
for conventions, union evange- 
listic campaigns, church, mission 
and young people’s meetings, 
open-air services, and Sunday 
school gatherings, where favorite 
and familiar hymns are desired. 
A choice selection! 

64 pages (72 hymns, with 
words and music), attractively 
bound in golden rod and navy 
blue covers, with striking cover 


ae saps the sufferi 
Fs hiet tied the glory vo fol” 


low. 
You will be delighted with it { 
Send a dime and a stamp for A SAMPLE COPY 
15 cents, postpaid; 25 copies or more at the rate 
of $10.00 per 100, not prepaid 
The Bible institute Colportage Ass'n 
837 N. Welle St., Chicago, lil. 
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ity to think through a subject, cireum- 
stance, or problem. “Give thyself wholly 
to them; that thy profiting may appear 
to all.” That is it. The right sort of 
minister’s congregation is to have the 
interesting observation of watching him 
develop. Good as he may be, they know 
from what they have seen that he is 
going to be better. The minister with 
an expanding mind and heart is always 
interesting and challenging to his peo- 
ple. As their pastor grows they also 
will develop. 

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing 
this thou shalt both save thyself, and 
them that hear thee.” This is an occu- 
pation for the study. First, is self-ex- 
amination. The minister who constantly 
examines his manners, methods, capaci- 
ties, and technique, to improve his abil- 
ities to the glory of God, cannot shrivel; 
he must expand. The study is a quiet 
nook where he may with true artistry 
eliminate his faults and from which he 
can emerge constantly to render better 
service to his Lord. 


True Theologians—With this is 
coupled doctrine. The exhortation is 
that God’s ministers should equip them- 
selves with a comprehensive theology. 
That man is the theologian who de- 
votedly and with deepening comprehen- 
sion lays hold upon*the manifestations of 
God in the Bible, in nature, and in: the 
mind of man. Theology is the greatest 
of all sciences because. it embraces all. 
In the theologian is united the freest 
scientific investigation in all directions 
with the subordination of everything to 
the supremacy of Christ. Theology is 
the natural field of ministerial study. 
Ministers who inveige against theology 
are not only false to their calling but 
astonishingly ignorant. They would ap- 
pear ridiculous if their case were not 
so tragic. 

Theology must occupy a prominent 
place in a minister’s study. He is not 
equipped to declare the whole counsel of 
God until he has learned. what it is. 
We would ,not have the vagarious type 
of preaching one meets with today, and 
about which the complaint is most gen- 
eral, if preachers were true theologians. 
There would not be the widespread con- 
fusion as to divine truth if men more 
faithfully studied it. 

Cultural Attainments.—In the study 
a minister must be a student of lan- 
guage and philology. Speech is his stock 
in trade. Words are his weapons and 
tools. The right use of words, their 
proper understanding, and a keen, wise 
employment of language make or mar 
a preacher. Great thinking makes a 
dreamer; clothing such thoughts in 
choice words effectively delivered makes 
a preacher. 

Christ Jesus came to save us from 
ignorance as well as from moral and 
spiritual failure. He, himself, appealed 
to the reason, the heart, and the will. 
So a preacher in his study wrestles with 
problems of metaphysics, philosophy, 
logic, and psychology. If ministers are 
to be angels of light they must possess 
the light. With sweet reasonableness 
and winsome philosophy they must call 
men from darkness to light, from the 
power of Satan unto God, from the ways 
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of death to the highway of life. As 
spiritual pilots they must know the 
channels of human thinking. If they 
do not know them, they should learn 
them. ; 

If there has been too little consecra- 
tion to the sacred preparation of the 
preacher, the study calls him. If he has 
hitherto failed, his study gives him hope. 
If he has done well, his study can still 
increase his value to the cause of Christ. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M.’ Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 6 to 12 


Mon.—Acts 12:5-17. Peter’s Deliverance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord hath 
sent his angel, and hath delivered me.” 
The Lord’s ways with his people are all 
wonderful. He “only doeth wondrous 
things.” Peter and all those who were 
praying in the house of Mary the mother 
of Mark were astounded at the miracu- 
lous deliverance from prison. Angels 
attend every child of God. They are 
charged with their well-being, physical 
and otherwise (Heb. 1:14). Romans 8: 
28 still holds good. Pray always with 
expectation of the blessing being above 
what you “ask or think.” 
Tues.—Daniel 6:17-23. The Delivering Angel. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNS: “My God hath 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that they have not hurt me.” 
Child of God, you, too, have a guardian 
angel. “The angel of the Lord encamp- 
eth round about them that fear him.” 
The mysterious deliverances of God’s 
people from physical dangers may be 
more the work of angels than is real- 
ized (Heb. 1:14). Pray for a greater 
knowledge of God’s wondrous ways with 
you. 
Wed.—Psalm 91. God’s Power to Save. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The most High.” 
Our God is the God of gods. There is 
none higher than he. Omnipotent and 
omnipresent he ruleth in all realms. 
“Terror by night ... arrow that flieth 
by day ... pestilence that walketh in 
darkness ... destruction that wasteth at 
noonday” are all in his almighty hand. 
Learn to take everything as a divine 
ordering for you; and be content until he 
changes one condition for another, for 
the end will be glorious. Pray for all 
who are in affliction. 
Thurs.—James 5:13-16. 
Strength from God through Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick.” God has at- 
tached blessings to prayer. Individual 
supplication has many great and won- 
derful blessings; but social prayer has 
larger and still more astounding favors. 


Note the phrases: “The elders,” and “Let’ 


them pray.” The prayer power of the 


Church has scarcely been tried. Pray for 


ministers. 

Fri.—John 14:11-17. Asking in His Name. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If ye shall ask 

any thing in my name, I will do it.” 
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This means more than ending petitions’ 
to God with the words: “In Jesus’ name.” 
It is true that prayer without dependence 
upon the Son of God is not true prayer. 
But the meaning grasps chiefly the 
atonement of Christ. Because of his 
death on the cross Christ has that worthy 
name, in which our prayers must be 
offered, and because of which they will 
be answered. Pray to appreciate more 
fully the meaning of: “He that spared 
not his own Son,” as an instrument in 
prayer. 
Sat.—Matthew 9:35-38. 
Prayer as a Means of Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pray ye.” The 
right men and women, with the right 
spirit and motives, for God’s harvest 
fields are given in answer to prayer. 
If the people of God spent more time 
at the mercy seat, they would save them- 
selves many sad hours on the “anxious 
seat.” Pray to be made more prayerful. 


Sun.—Psalm 5:1-7. , 
Prayer as Fellowship with God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the morning 
will I direct my prayer unto thee, and 
will look up.” By beginning the day 
with God you are likely to continue all 
day in the fellowship of God. Follow 
David’s good example and you will have 
good blessings to refresh your soul. The 
sweetest Christians are praying Chris- 
tians. The happiest side of the Chris- 
tian highway to the Celestial City is that 
of fellowship with God. Pray before you 
leave your room in the morning, and 
you will be less likely to be the prey of 
Satan. 
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